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What an exciting pleasure to meet the delightful Dorothy Rudder! With warrdth an

expertise Cathy Koning evokes Dorothy's long stage, concert and radio career and the

theatre greats with whom she worked. With its treasure trove of fascinating

illustrations, Dainty Diva is an invaluable exploration of a now largely forgotten world

of Australian and international show business. | heartily recommend it.

~ Frank Van Straten

Wallace Family Collection.

My voice is a pure lyric soprano, full and resonant, with dramatic cadence. | am small

and slight in figure and possess a head of Idhgk, golden hair reaching below my

waist.~ Dorothy Rudder
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Introduction

A fascinating 6casebd6 study

SingerDor ot hy Ru d.dMallace® FamidylCollectioa.s e

In many respects variegntertainmethwas also its own worst enenBeing such a
familiar aspect of everyday life few people considered its scripts, scores, posters, stage
properties and other paraphernalia as having little if any cultural significance, and
hence almost everythgrhas since been lost.

~ Clay Djubat*

At first glance the strongHpuilt brown suitcase my husband Fred Wallace brought
home gave little indication of the unique treasures within. The suittadeonce
belonged tdhis great aunt, Dorothy Armitage Ruddéired told me | would be very
interested in the contents. It was bit battered and made of a type of thickened hessian
material with wraparound wooden straps and a leather handle. A remnant of a travel
label remainedlt had been looked after for many yebssF r e cbidss, Reg Blanch,

who later passed it on to his nephew Che Jepson.

The case consistl of two parts: the top sectiondha lift out shelf containing a faux
crocodile box with broken jet, pearl and glass necklaces and two diamante brooches
inside, binoculars, a No 1A Autographic Kodak Jr camera, a-eetm black linen hat
trimmed with fake flowers and fruit, a toiletry setetal trench art and a notebook from
the First World War, a tiny shaver and lipstick, two address books, bibles, a crinkled

cream silk embroidered shawl (placed over the shoulders when applying makeup), a



large hand mirror and some other bits and pieads.| the itemasswdbde 1in
condition.

The bottom layer was haphazardly filled with photographs of various sizes (some in
an album), shipboard menus, theatre programs, postcards, greeting cards, contracts,
newspaper clippings, letters, twotagraph books, a photocopy of the family tree, a
book on a man called Enoch William Rudder and some poems. They were not in any
particular ordef date or otherwise.

Upon opening the case, my first reaction was fascination mixed with an oddly non
def ned feeling of anxiety and sadness. S o0 me
many years before the desire to research
translated into something approaching a fully written document. At this stage very little
was known about Dorothy, apart from the fact that she was a soprano who had
performed at Covent Garden and had supposedly walked out on her husband on their
wedding night.

Finally, thanks to a personal encounter with Acute Myeloid Leukaemia, | had time
to devote to the project. During the long recovery | put the materials in date order and
fleshed out the story behind these possessions. The current generation had little or no
knowl edge of their familybés origntriges exper
and court <cases. By researching Dorothyos
war memorial at Viller8Bretonneux in Francéd, 6ve been given a deepe
pioneer family who were deeply involved in the events that shaped oun.nbBdiaise a
t heatrical term, these stories provide the
life, a life both conventional and adventurous. What | found often challenged
generalisations | was taught regarding Aus:

There were many unexpected connections,
story, and | have allowed the paths to take me where they rhagefully without too
many wrong turns. | have solved some mysteries, misunderstood others and adjusted
the narrative as new information has been revealed. The adventure has included being a
historical detective, a huntgatherer and a show business researicladir mixed with
a little psychology and intuition.

Thememoa bl e experiences of Dorothyds ancest
reflecting our history back to us. That mi
opportunities as well as successes played an integral part. It all comes together in the
compeling and notso-ordinary story of a fascinatingnd feisty Australian woman.
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Chapter One

Notable ancestors

i o b

Frederick Julius Ruddealice Armitage Ruddenee SalmonDorothy ArmitageRudder, a barefoot baby in
velvet and lacePhotograph byC.V. Keys. All imagesWallace Family Collection.

Dorothy Armitage Rudder was lucky to have been born at all.
The family history is littered with stories of dangerous encounters. Many incidents
occurred in the summer and often inspired acts of braveéaking a long sea voyage by
sailing ship or living near the sea; riding horses; using guns; and driving automobiles on
rough roads all presented an elementofisvko of Dor ot h-granBfatterd,e r 60 s
a grandfather and her own father were all iredl in lifethreatening accidents prior to her
birth. Luckily these incidentsyhich usually happened to the menfatiever resulted ithe
demiseoDor ot hydéds particular branch of the fam
For one greagrandfather, Frederick Biggar Chilcothe threat of shipwreck was an
occupational hazard; he lost three shipme in Hong Kong harbour, another in the Coral
Sea and still another in the Torres Strait. His father, a naval commander during the
Napoleonic Wars, took ships as prizes and lietkll the tale. Another gregrandfather,
Enoch William Rudder, together with two of
Julius, was shipwrecked near Lord Howe Island while returning from the Californian
goldfields. Julius, together with Dorgttd s f at her |, | ater narrowly
sallingonariverbor ot hyés grandmother Emily Yerbury

by the bad tinned food provided on board ship when she immigrated to Australia with her



parents in 1841Then therevere the serious dangers presented by giving birth, contracting
deadly diseases such as cholera or being bitten by a snake.

Dor ot hy Gmederfckadullue (F.J.) Rudder was born in 1859. mktaried Alice
Armitage Salmoron 1 April 1883 inKempsey the small townon the midnorth coast of
NSW founded by his grandfatheFhe family wasa small one for the time, with four births
neatly spread out in three year intervad®n Clarence Noel (Clarrie) arrived in 1883,
followed by Reginald Burdett (Re@) 1886, and Winifredswendolhe (Winnie) in 1889.
Dorothy, the youngestcame into the world on 8 August 1893. She was born at home in
Kinchela, just up the road from Kempsey. | often came across inaccurate information in
relation to dat es, birthesdificatevhich was vertifiet by Blwe. bt h y
contains an erranot obvious on first glancé\lice andF.J.were wed on Rpril 1883, with
Clarence born four months after they married but the certificate gives the year a$He382.
errors would continuetocreepMany sour ces, i ncluding Dorot
report her birth year as 1895, not 1893, and her age often had some years shaved from it in
newspaper articles

For Dorothy and her siblings, bei ng memt
Gdeveredo6 Australian pliAgmea denlss knowansof har lireage.r c e
The marriage of Dorothyds parents merged t
social spectrumpne with a background of wealth and status, the other destednoim
60 Aust r al iianmothd® words, lframycénvict stock, albeit an educated convict with a
background in commerce. Dorothyds middl e 1
line. Throw a master mariner and an innkeeper into the mix and some loghpwries

are revealed.
The Early Rudder Connections

There i s an el ement of serendipity in expl
surnames. Fortunately a gentleman with the unusual surname of Rastialelished the only
Australian brach of their familytreea nd O6hi s ancestors are note
The Rudders can be traced back to the twelfth century when the Rutters (Rudders) migratec
from Germany to Englandf hey wer e O6f i r st noticed in th
Li onheart) as aiding t ha%Notabeforebeacstinclided Samiuel  w
Rutter, the Lord Bishop of Sodor and Man (166363). Rutter, the chaplain and biographer of

the #h Earl of Derby, was described as a grave, devout and dignified man with a gift for


http://familypedia.wikia.com/wiki/Alice_Armitage_Salmon_(1862-1925)
http://familypedia.wikia.com/wiki/Alice_Armitage_Salmon_(1862-1925)
http://familypedia.wikia.com/wiki/Kempsey,_New_South_Wales

poetry. These were tumultuous times, with the earl beheaded in 1651 during the English Civil

War for his royalist sympathies. Fortunately Rutter managed to keep his.

Bishop Samuel Riter https://www.imuseum.im/

Another ancestoiRoger Rtter (c.16871771), a shopkeeper, pkijler andironically 6 a
renowned vegetariand who 6&6adnnéayceanged hi &€ n meé
surname to RuddeHis sonSamuel Ruddefc.1726 1801) was a respect&loucestershire
topographer, printer anldooksellerfamous for creatind\ New History of @ucestershire
(1779) a detailed parish by parish survey which took twelve years to completevas
described on his memorial tablet as 0a man

Enoch William Rudder

Samuel Rudder s gr and s was ofterEin the mewsWifi Hislowa m R
lifetime but is notaswidely recognised todayde was a man of substandern on6 March

1801 into a prominent Birmingham family whose wealth came from the manufacture of
brasstaps, bedvarming pans and hand be#s the dawrof the industrial revolutionThe
motto on the family crest trans| &tegldeed r om
years of age Enoctanh i s f at her Wil |l i amds f enbhancgdand Bei
disadvantaged his life in equal measure. He was curious of mind, with strong principles and
great intellect coupled with a somewhat restless disposifogreatgrandson, Major

Lionel J.V. Rudder, wroteMagnificent Failure: the Life and Tinseof Enoch William

Rudder, 18088wh i c h | have drawn on to highlight
undoubted talents, and they were many, [Rudder] never seemed to achieve the success he

rightly®deservedo.


https://www.imuseum.im/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gloucestershire
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Betts and Sons Birmingharhttps://www.bettsecology.co.uk/betterporatehistory
John Betts 1774864.Emma Betts was his eldest daughBeattsFamily Collection

d
Annabell a Betts nee Ruddeetts Famiy®llectibn Enoch Rudder 6s s
This image of Dorothy Rudder shows a distinct resemblance to Annabellthe back of thephotograph,

circa 1923, ii Wdllase Family @lkectionA n g

In 1824 Enoch Rudder married Emma Bef&ecame from awealthy Birmingham
manufacturing familywho in 1760set up a smelting and refining business knowBetss
and Sonswhich recoveed high values ores such as gold asitver from wastes being
produced in the newly established Jewellery Quattacredibly, the company is still in
existence

At a huge cost of ovei300 he Ruddersset sailfrom Liverpoolon 27 August 1833 with

their seven chil dr en an#@rincEsn¥etadid advertised dsar Vi
6fine fast s a i IFirsth\¢essed Direqt Gor Hobad Todvm Bnel Sydney
Aust r(@iincd dent al ly, ancest owese ;mdhis voYame toot hy 6 s
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T in steerage.plfred Betts, aothero f E mma 6 shadvalready Isettledsimasmania

and possiblyencouragedhe move to the coloniesloweverthe initial attractionwasthe
promise of wealth and success on distant shagethe prospect of a grant of free land,
even though land was now being put up for sale by auction to duinele immigration
scheme Rudder would father another eight children in NSW, one son being born just
sixteen days after they arrived. All survived dbirth and only two would die at a
relatively young age.

Rudder,the only son from a family of sixhad turned his back on a welstablished
business in Birmingharby moving to New South WaleBy December 1833, while still at
sea, his father William disinherited hirmentirely. Foll owing Wil Ihisamés
mother Sarah and two daughters, Rebecca and Matilda, came to Australia on the clipper
Wilmot,arriving in 1840.

After looking at land in Tasmania, in 1835 Rudder pureda®12 acres on the fertile
southern bank of the Macleay River, the limit of authorised settlement in NSW at the time.
He established a private town thendich hecalled Kempsey because the surrounding
areas reminded him of théempsey Valley on the Severn River in Worcestershirehis
1887 History of the MacleayRudder detailed the pristine environment of the original
inhabitantsthe Dunghutti peoplean environment he and the other settlers of the district

had a hand in forever altering

The Aboriginal erected his gunyah, danced the corroboree, and fought his battle; the
wild dingo howled; the deadly snake crept silently through the brushwood and long
gass; € The river banks were covered w
draped in festoons of climategclemati, presented a scene of vegetable
magnificence, which only those possessed of taste, who had the privilege to behold
them, before being destreg by his brother man to make way for his fellows, could

possibly conceive was the Macleay.

Assigned convicts helped Rudder <cl ear the
making facility, while educated gentl eman
and tutored his childrerde built a beautiful severoomed home and Emmaeated a
renowned gardenThe walls and ceilings were lathe and plaster, with Venetian windows
and shutters. A veranda extended across the front and two/Aidest times were hard as

crime was rife; there was little infrastructure or rule of law so far from SydRegder


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kempsey,_Worcestershire

initially interestedhimselfin red cedacutting opportunities but also plaed to sell parts of

his estate. The first riverside blocks sold in November 1836. In later years the actual

commercial part of town would develop on the opposite bank of the'river.

am Rudder,

Sketch made by Enoch Rudder of his Kempsey residence in M@4#4ell Library State Library of NSW.

Rudder familyds tr e aKseunmpesde yR oMuksienugnh.a ra\ ucthhionrad satphot o

The 1848Californian gold rush led to an exodus of fortune hunters from the colony,
among them fortyeightyearold Rudder and his sons Julius and Augustus. They teamed up
with Simpson Davison, an experienced miner, and the man credited with the discovery of
gold in NSWi Edward Hammond Hargraves.

Rudder s diaries detail an extraordinary
Francisco on the American whaléfarrison was challenging and very crampealith
sleeping berths nailed up around the bulkhead anddbks shared with seven horses, six

pigs, one goat, twelve sheep and eight dogs, plus fodder. The Rudders made an epic journey

8


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toona

up theSacramento and Yuba Rivers to Marysville and the nearby Fostati@gipgs with

Hargraves and Davison. They somehow s living in a tent in the depths of winter.
Rudderobserved the destructive San Francisco fires of May 1850 and believed they were
del i berately | it. I n a |l etter home t o Emm:
very precarious that noonedagpecul at e on what he may do .
brought bales of moleskin trousers to sell to the miners; however a man by the name of
Levi Strauss captured the market with his pants made from canvas sails. A gold washing
cradle designed by Rudderiged too late and was unsuitable for Californian conditions.

Alluvial gold had been found in NSW as far back as 1823 but discoveries were kept
qguiet by successive governors fearing social upheaval if the inhabitants, in particular
convicts and pastal workers, downed their tools and rushed to the goldfields. There was
now a change of heart as so many people had left for Califevittaa reward offered to
the first person to find payable gold in the coloAgcording to Rudder, in California
Hargraves, Davison and himsélfd discussed the possibility of finding gold in Australia.
Each planned to return to NSW to search if
either party making a discovery all or at least those that took paneisdarch, were to
partici pat €TheRuddets eerehtte first fo hgadback hamekly departing
San Francisco for Sydney on the barfrasetta Josephlkorty-seven passengers and crew
were aboard, together with cargo including 100 caseanolovies, three kit houses and
forty cases of bottled fruit, one daguerreotype apparatus (an early type of camera) and a
case of drugs. On 1 December 1850 disaster struck; the ship was wrecked on Elizabeth
Reef, 106 km north of Lord Howe Island and 555fkom the NSW coast.

In one of the great stories of survival at sea, the passengers headed for Lord Howe in
three small boats but were confronted by two huge storms. Mountainous seas continually
washed into the boats. After three days battling teeehts the gales finally abated. They
had navigational equipment and limited provisions and water but stocks were running very
low by the time they reached Port Macquarie ten days later. Everyone was reported to have
conducted t hems e litivtbesexception ef twa brithyee Roe Arthyr geatsv
[ex-convicts from the Tasmanian prison] who were anything but agreeable companions in a
smal I® boat 6.

If the ship had not foundered Enoch Rudder may have been the first person to claim the
substanal financial and public rewards which followed from being the discoverer of gold
in Australia, and passed this wealth on to his children. However, EdWargraves
claimed this honour.



Assisted by local man John Lister, Hargraves found geldr Orange at a place he
called Ophir in February 1851. Rudder wrote an important letter t&ydaeey Morning
Herald on 4 April 1851 outlining the similarity between the California goldfields and
various districts of NSW avared edending evdr a traat g o |
of country about’H8thklledtb Ophisto purify theeyoldgon May.6
and was the first person to set up a tent there

Hargraves, a first class sglfomoter, took the credit for the discovery ataimed the

glory and financial prizes but did not acknowledge the involvement of anyon&atsger
saw himself as having laid the foundation of its discovery, to have been its promulgator
(through his published ar t iemdngrator af thd mdsti s |
efficient method of procuring it é6

Rudder did not often prospect for gold himself. Instead he wrote articles on the
geographical features of the Ophir and Turon goldfields and became involved in goldfield
administration. He ssisted the miners at Bathurst who were vigorously protesting against
the NSW government regulations imposing licence fees on the miners regardless of the
amount of gold they foundn Victoria, agitation against the licence system would lead to

the EurekaRebellion on the Ballarat goldfields, better known as the Eureka Stockade.

T

B
'
l'# A

Enoch Rudderdés 'Book No. 2 with part of No. 1, 186
various kinds of eucalyptus trees. State Library of N8W.t hor 6 s phot o.

Rudder shared his extensive knowledge andirfiexests were wide ranging; he was
somewhat of a 0Or en afivsygraaspat leis omaexpense, Regpromated e n t
the colony by sending displays of Aboriginal artefacts iaddyenougimbers ad minerals
to the Great Exhibitions in Paris, London, Moscow, Philadelphia, Melbourn&yahtky,

winning many prizes and medals for his efforts. He also experimentedaigienous tree
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barks, insects and berries as dyes on silk. Some of these silkesampar e hel d i n
Mitchell Library. Many of his activities have great resonance todayBirmingham, he

produced engineering plans for removing pollutants from copper ore furriaoss
becomingpone of Br i t-ain erporentsHe wasdneo € | ¢ & fandlost O f «
made in Australiad campaigners, and in the
declared himselfor the taxing of foreign goods, emphasising an abundance of resources in

the country to meet most requirements.

Accodi ng to Major Rudder, Rudder was Austr
presented a successful petition to the NSW Legislative Council in 1870 seeking the creation
of des i gn aforé¢hd express pairposecod pregerving to posterity speciofahe
i ndigenous timber and ot her natur al produ
districtsaround towns, to be run by trustees, thus providing the base for the present system
of managing reserves and national parks.

Although Enoch Rudder smed well organised and methodical, he left no wgln his
death at the great age of eigisigven in 1888 and left few assets. Kempsey Villa, which
Emma owned and had left to her oldest son William after she died in 1883 aged eighty
three, had tragicallyournt down a year later, along with its contents and many family
papers.(As a side note, Dorothy was distantly related th@ well-known colonial
watercolourist and property agedenry Curzon Allport the husband oE mm a Sister,

Bertha Bettq18071885) They arrivedfrom Londonwith six their children in Sydney on
the AugustuCaesaron 1 April 1839)

Julius John Rudder and the Chilcott Connection

Julius John Rudder, far mi ng piVWaltacedamihallectioRor ot hy d s

11



Dorothyds paternal g r an di19a7) was the second san ofs J o
Enoch RudderJulius was educated at Sydney College (a foundation school of the present
Sydney Grammar) where he studied arithmetic, English historyingeadd geography and
excelled in writing.

When Julius was nine years old, a frightening incident occurred which came to light via
the websitdJnfit for Publicationi n whi ch r esearcher Peter de
other documents relating the history of male homosexuality in the early days of white
settlement. The NSW Supreme Court documents state that on 10 May 1836 John Mead
(aka Meed), a convict assigned to W.H. Gr e
Ruddearneardghe K ngs Hi gh Road | eading from Syd
OForce and Ar mso. Witnesses called in the
and Henry and their mother Emma. John Mead denied the sodomy charge (which the
newspapers cxad | efdf ean coena)me | &The Pri soner wa
death was passed upon him with an exhortation from the Judge. Not to hope for mercy. The
prisoner left the bar protesting his innocence, and stating that the charge had been brought
againsthinf r om mal i cious motive’®lonwhabkeapar @ onfa
but never minghe declared® Mead was hanged on 29 November 1836.

The impact on Julius and the Rudder family, although unknown, must have been
profound life changingand an event best left unmentioned. His name did not appear in the
newspapers as the press generally chose not to report the details of attacks of this nature
apart from gender and age. Kinchela, the town where Dorothy was born, along with the
nearby crele, are thought to be named after the judge who passed sentence on Mead.

Julius married Mary Ann Chilcott(18351899) on 30 May 1856at St James Church
Sydney, which was designed in 1819 by convict architect Francin&weg They went
on to haveen children As noted, as a young man Julius survived the hardships of life on
the Californian goldfields and thRosetta JosepBhipwreck on the Great Barrier Reef
during the journey homeHe again escaped drowning, togetheth three of his sons,
including F.J.,m January 1872. Thdaitland Mercuryprovided the dramatic details

Mr. Rudder was sailing up the river; when near Frederickton the boat jibed in
tacking, and a gust of wind coming at the time caused her to capsize, the occupants
being thrown into the water. In the upset the sail fell over Mr. Rudder, covering him
completdy. It was with considerable difficulty that Mr. R extricated himself from

the wreck of sails, ropes, sprit, &c. Meanwhile, two of the elder boys managed to
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climb upon the keel of the boat, which was bottom upwards. Mr. Rudder found the
youngest boy stilin the water. He at once made for him, and succeeded in placing
him also on the keel of the boat, and was about making for the shore with one of the
lads when a boat came to his assistance, and rescued him and his sons from their
perilous position. Througiut the whole of the trying time, Mr. Rudder and indeed

the little fellowsi the eldest of whom [F.J.] is not more than twelve or thirteen years

of agei displayed a great amount of courage andsessession®

According to Major Rudder, Julius and hiotirer Enoch were the first farmers to use the
land on the Macleay for purely agricultural purposes. In 1864 the farm was affected by a
huge flood which hit the district. Hi s 61

constructed buildings and most b&tfurniture was lost.

Likely Mary Ann Rudder6s Pass to International E
Powerhouséuseum Sydney

Mary Ann Rudder nee Chilcott was born in England in 1835, the eldest daughter of
CaptainFrederick Biggar (F.B.Chilcott and his first wife Mary Ann. Her mother died
when she was only thre#/hat is known of the Chilcott connectioit?urns out Dorothy
had an i ntrepid master mari ner and a naval
notice listed him as the second son of Captain John Chilcott (c-1828) of the Royal

Navy. Captain Chilcott served during the French Revolutionary and Napoleonig Wa
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(17921815).He did not participate in iconic sea battles such as the Battle of the Nile in
1798 or Trafalgar (1805) but was successful in capturing enemy ships as prizes, often in
partnership with other vessels. He was promoted to the rank of Comnai@&2.1n the

later years of the war, Chilcott was the regulating officer for the impress service in Cork,
Ireland, the town where son Frederick was born in 1810. He organised local tough and
ruthl ess men into paid 0pitseanenfq servigesd somer 0 W
may say servitude, on Royal Navy vessels during waytineduding the pressing of as

many as five sailors from each American s
complaints by the United States to the first Lofdhe Admiralty, Earl St Vincent in 1803;

an i nteresting il lTustration of one of Do
diplomatic tensions regarding impressment and ship seizures in the lead up to the War of
1812 between the two countries. Chitcseniordied in Calais in 1829.

The Phantomat Sydney Covepainted byFrederick GarlingMaritime Museum Sydney

From the | ate 1830s to the 1850s Frederi
had developed into an important trading hub. Vessels he commanded had romantic or
evocative names the brigantineCamilla, the barqueéArabia and thePhantom a wooden
two-mast ed brig owned by Chilcott for a ti
passengers and freightgdods such as sugar, costheep and horses for the Indian Army
between Australia, New Zealand, the East, Europe, Mauritius and California. A jairney
the Arabia from Amoy China to Sydney in 1851 lists 1@&olies (and a Dr D.G. Jones) as
passengersThe discovery of goldn Australia led to an influx ofChinesec&ooliesy a
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derogatory term applied to indentured, exploited workers of Asian descent, but the fate of
the 179unnamednmen from théArabiais unknown.

In 1838 Chilcott played an important part in the early history of German settlement in
South Australdaai.l iHigs sdcrAakiedfbarghérince Georgeteft
Hamburg with the first.utheransettlers, who along with their leader Pasdoigust Kavel
were escaping religious persecution in Prussia. They went on to establish Klemzig, the first
ethnic settlement in Soutkustralia.

The Prince Georgealso made a notable visit to Hong Kong Island in 1841. After the
First Opium War the island was ceded to Great Britain and Ireland. The population of Hong
Kong, then only a small fishing village, was around 7,500. Uhien Jack was raised over
Possession Poirdn 26 January 1841 but the formal hand over did nouroaatil the
following year under the Treaty of Nanking. A Royal Navy surgeon, Edward Hodges Cree,

included a fascinating meeting with Chilcott in his journal

Wed. 28 [April 1841] Captain Chilcott d?rince Georgesent his gig on which we
went on board, then went with him in his longboat to a village on the mainland and
walked a few miles. We were well armed and the natives were very civil. We
brought some lunch ham sandwiches, sausages and ale, which we enjoyksd a

banian tree surrounded by a gaping crowd of natives.

During the O6awful é typhoon of Priacé Gebrgdoye 1841
of nine ships wrecked, sank within twenty minutes. Eleven crew members died, including
thechiefmate Chi |l cott hi mself had a narrow escarfg
rockséo.

Shipwreck was a constant threat for mariners, especially on the Great Barrier Reef. No
lighthouses guided the journey on the outer reefs, charts were incomplete-existent
and no modern instruments or satellitavigation existed to assist in what were very
dangerous journey®©n 14 April 1845 his vessdhe ill-fated teak barqu€oringa Packet
left Sydney headed for Ceylo®n 8 Maywhile traversing the Corale®, she struck a reef.
Chilcott survived but ten Lascars (East Indian sailors) and one passenger died.
Ten years later, on 8 July 1855, the paddle stedtheenix with Chilcott in command,
was en route to Singapore from Batavia with a large amount dfanboard when the
vessel hit an uncharted sunken reef in the Torres Straits. Everyone on board survived and

the mail was saved. Losing three ships did not imply Captain Chilcott was a bad
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commander; in fact by all accounts he was wedlpected and compett. He was a careful
man who o6felt his position very muchoé. App
and thePhoenixwas his last commanid.

Life was no less dramatic on the domestic front for Chilcott who was a successful man
of propertythrough his trading activities. He advertised homes for rent in Sydney and at
one stage purchased land in Adelaide. The family lived in arommed house in Double
Bay. His home was a burglary target in July 1849. Four armed and masked men invaded the
house, with one of the men holding a gun to his head. Despite his disguisgservant,
William Richards, who was earlier sacked f
the thieves. The robbers got away with a variety of household goods, nchildier items,
but they were soon apprehended, one being sentenced to five years on government projects
such as road construction. With the help of one of the convicted men, the silver was later
found buried near the house.

A household servant weasgain in the newspapers in 1851. Following the Great Irish
Famine, over 4,000 destitute mainly Roman Catholic workhouse girls were resettled in
Australia under the Earl Grey emigration scheme. Chilcott took in two apprentices in 1849
including feisty fourtenryearold orphan Celia Dixon. She was able to read and was paid
£8 per year as a nursemaid. She was meant to stay in indentured service for four years but
6clandestinely removed her box6 and |l eft i
said thework was too hard for her. At first she refused to return to the household, even after
being locked up day to dayy the authoritiesuntil she consented. After she returned she
abused Chilcott and the family and found herself back at court, giving nenréasher
conduct . Chilcott woul d not take her back
behaviour. o6 She was sentenced to one month

Captain Chilcott died of bronchitis on 9 May 1856 in Newcastle, NSW. He was only
forty-six. He left behind second wife Helen, whom he married in Ceylon in 1842, and nine
children, including a baby girl who was born just five months before his death. Daughter
Mary Ann married Julius Rudder a few weeks later, as the arrangements were already in

train.
The Salmon, Yerbury and Burdett Connection

Dorothyds maternal ancestors are no | ess i

was born in Kempsey in 1862 to Thomas Armitage Salmon junior {1836) and Emily
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A. Yerbury (18351868). The couple arried in 1854 at Port Macquarie NSW. Salmon
worked the | and on the Macleay River, e X pe
with the el ements and the antagonism of th
on the Richmond River. The fanily was later based in Murwillumbah NSW.

Ali ce Armitage Sal Wallate FarbilpCoblettibnry 6 s mot her .

Al iceds grandfather, al so n&«#mMed Tlao nmaess pA
l ooking mano, was a c | ovashsentenead cohtransgortation mom L
Australia for seven years for issuing bad cheques. After spending some months in harsh
conditions in a prison hulk he arrived in the colony on the convict ¥bigin February
1831. Being able to read and write and hgva business background were important assets
in the fledgling colony and he was quickly placed as clerk to the storekeeper at Hyde Park
Barracks, Sydney.

He left his wife Sarah nee JenningsD o r o t h ygmarsimother)eaad their four
children behind England but in 1834 they crossed the world to join him, arriving in Sydney
on thePrincess VictoriaAs mentioned,His was the same voyage that brought the Rudders
from England although the Satms travelled steerage and the Rudders in cabin class.

Thomas was still on a ticket of leave.
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WY @BUYBLLBLS,
" ROSE INN,” PENRITH,
% SALMON respectfully begs to

A e scnuaint the Public generally. snd I'RA-
VELLEU3 in particular, l:n having waken the
sbove loa, which has beca fited up in & superior
Mapuer, ho expense having been spared 1o render
the sccomuwodation cumplete, and in the Brst siyle,
they are wii confidence invited to the * HOSE
INN." an combining comlo t with cleanliness sad
modetals charges,
. WELL AIRED BEDS.
A choice selcction of Winis and Spirita alwayy
on hsad,

W.B. Good Btadling and an atteuntive

Croom.

Advertising for the Rose Inn PenritBydney Gazette and NSW AdvertE&duly 1835TroveNLA.

The next year he and Sarah were the proprietors d?dise Inn at Penrith, a substantial

building of fourteen main rooms excluding kitchen and outbuildings, with well aired beds,

good stabling for the horses and a choice selection of wines featuring in the advertising.

Sarah held the lease and successfully rat he i nn &I

n the first

his conditional pardon on 3 April 183%However Saraliragically died in 1838 at thirty

years of age. Thomas received an absolute pardon on 29 July 1837 and fref43 h&3&n

a Sydney butchering bugiss in partnership with his brotherlaw John Lloyd Smith, a

notorious,habitual criminal who was transported for horse stealing. They met orottke

and Smith

S |

| ater married Thomasod sister Mar:

Thomas Salmon senior married three tintdis. second wife was Ann Bird, a child of

former convicts and notable as the proprietor of 8yelney Gazetteewspaper. With

money from

the newspaperds s

ale she purcha

acres near Kempsey which Salmon retainetheyship of after her death. He purchased

land on the Upper Macleay River and ran an inn at South Kempsey which was also called

the Rose Inn, so the Salmons were bound to connect with members of the extensive Rudder

clan. In later years Salmon again tookeothe Rose Inn in Penrith and became a district

registrar.

Hi s death noti ce

mention of his convict past.

Many Burd

These namesriginate from Mary Burdett born 1737 and Thomas Armitage born c.1728

who married in 1758 in Penistone, Yorkshire, England. The family is distantly related to

etts and Armitages

describes hi

(Dorot heg. 06 s

English philanthropisBaroness Angela Burde@outts.An In Memorium notice whih was
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pl aced by Thomas S a&bemiogiNévwsn 1894 stated hewasfaeousinn  t h
Sal monés nephew Robert Smith (John LIloyd S
politician, had earlier changed his middle name from Lloyd to Burdettdi ahe convict
6staind. Alice herself had two brothers wi
brother Reginald, and two generations later, my husband Frederick Burdett Wallace. A
small newspaper clipping about the Baroness found in her belggs an indication

Dorothy believed she was related to aristocracy.

Al ice Rudderds mother Emily was the daugh
and his wife Sarah Adams from Frome, Somerset. The family had worked in cloth making
for many geerations. William, Sarah and their four children immigrated to Australia on the
Ward Chapmana 740 ton barque which left Bristol on 21 August 1841. Emily was then
six. This ship sailed as part of the bounty system which subsidised emigration of labourers
to the colonies, arriving at Port Phillip on 6 December. The voyage was one of extreme
hardship as the ship was very poorly provisioned. There was insufficient cooking
equipment or utensils, no cook on board and very little water. The food provided was of
terrible quality. The tinned food was badly sealedanning techniques were still in their
infancy and the seals were not perfectéadcording to The Sydney Monitor and
Commercial Advertisetwenty-one people were listed as having died (some accounts say
twentyt wo) , nineteen of them children, who 6d
change of diet and want of nourishment consequent on the long detention of part of the
emi grants in Br i s bhisdeadp liké @ aolontaloversiadf publivitp y a g e .
spin aimed at diverting focus from the organisers of theoiticeived venture. Another six
or seven babies were born on the journey. Governor Gipps later withheld half the bounty
payment because some immigrants did not come under thetregsiland because the
shippers and their agents had mismanaged the vdYage.

William Yerbury became an innkeeper who followed the gold rushes in NSW. Around
1865 he ran the Albion Inn on the Wombat goldfields. Wombat is close to a town which
was origirally called Lambing Flat. Following the infamous a@tiinese riots which broke
out in the district in 1861 the town was renamed Young after the NSW governor. Yerbury
died in Grenfell NSW in 1867 aged fifsix.'° He did not leave a wiland reither did his
wi fe Sarah, who ran t.5ledddmi8®l after Wil Il i al

Their daughter Emily, wife of Thomas Armitage Salmon junior, died in 1868 aged
thirty-two of childbirth complications. Alice was only six years old at the tiByea stroke
of luck Emily hadsurvived the notoriougvard Chapmarwoyage, and lived long enough to
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give birth to Alice. Once more fate seemed to intervene in the matter of dangerous voyages
on ships. ThomaSalmon later remarried. Depending on which records are accessed, A
had six or eight siblings.

The thread of bankruptcy, which runs strc
was often connected to adverse economic conditions in the colony. Enoch William Rudder
was twice bankrupted, during a time of droughtl depression in 1842 and again in 1863.

Wife Emma was supported by her wealthy father, John Betts, farhunately financed

them through hard times, and she herself owned the family home. Thomas Salmon senior,
together with John Lloyd Smith, became ilvent in 1843. Thomas blamed Smith who he
said withdrew a huge amount of money from the business to retire earlier debts. He found
himself back in the bankruptcy court in 1861.

Many of the thirteen surviving children of Enoch and Emma Rudder wert bave
very large families of their own and the Salmon clan was extensive aByelB88there
were around two hundred Rudder descenddnts. addi ti on to the un
parents, there are many examples of intermarriage between the Rudder amd {Salities
such as Enoch and Emma Rudder 6s granddauc
Sal monés grandson Al bert, Rudder cousins n
of the odd Salmon/Rudder affair.

*  SYDHEY,
d BRISBANE, PERTH.

6 Kh a&li sheeh musicRudder, EAugusta. (1900).Khaki waltz http://nla.gov.au/nla.obl1 68419670
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Rescuing a bull ock f 8Sydney MaillbQrtgh®er 192¢TroNItAh Rudder .

Two distant relative® f D o ratsd $tand cut for their artistic talerRuth Eliza
Rudder (18721963) was a gifted amateur artist and writer from Kempsey Edeh
Augusta Rudder (1868 9 4 5) Twe KhakeWalhd which was dedicated to the First
Australian Bushmen's Contingent wh wastaking part in the Boer War of 1894902.
Edendés grandfather was John Verge, the arec
buildings in the Regency styl e, i ncluding
complexworld, but in many ways a smaihe After Verge retired he settled to his property

called Austral Eden on the Macleay River and bought land in Kempsey, hence the Rudder

connection.
So, Dorothy Rudderbé6s family tree features
wondertilly diverse backgrounds ofdhlwhite settlesi n c ol oni al Austral.i

story begins in théeautiful semtropical NSW coastal town of Woolgoolga, 25 km north

of Coffs Harbour and 415 km from Sydney.
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Chapter Two
The early years 18931911

Our deeds still travel with us from afar.
And what we have been makes us what we are.

~Entry by P. Sal mon i n Wi5SAuusel9dRudder 6s aut

The Rudder family home (looking somewhat deserted) in Beach Steajoolga NSW circa 1940s.
Wallace Family Collection.

Frederick Julius and Alice Rudder moved to Woolgoolga in 1894, just a year after
Dorot hyods birth. Bet ween 1890 and 1893 1t
depression which may have triggered a mtwvéhe town from their farm at Kinchela.

Their house in Beach Street was a simple wooden cottage with a front veranda and a
corridor down the middle, bedrooragd a living roomat the front and kitchen out the

back, similar to many others in the town.

The Australian Town and Country Jourrminted an idyllic picture of abundance

Woolgoolga has a fine jetty running out from the centre of a long beach to a
point amongst the outer rollers, and steamers, which run regularly, have seldom
any difficulty in tying up. The country round about is covered with tropical
trees and lesser vegetation. The trees are veritable giants, and include pines and
cedars. The forests, are very dense, and teem with pheasant, brush turkey, and
pi geoné [ Wool gleasahtly sithated fer holidegeekers, and, if

better known, would attract many tourists. The climate is delightful, and spring

like all through the winter, and there are splendid opportunities for enjoyment.
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The shell beach glistens in the sunlight l&kéairy walk. Within a mile of the

hotel a small river widens out into lakes, and affords splendid fishing and
shooting, and oysters are abundant, and easily obtainable. Schnapper and other
deepsea fish are caught daily from the jelty.

For the originainhabitants of the area, the Gumbayngilye, it was a different story.
European settlement commenced around 1848 and by the 1880s large tracts of Crown
land were leased to farmers and the Indigenous inhabitants dispossessed. The 1880s
also marked a shaful massacre at Red Rock just north of Woolgoolga. After a
shepherd was killed, Gumbayngirr people were shot by mounted troops at their camp at
Blackadders Creek. The survivors were chased to the Corindi River and driven off the
headland. By the turn ohé century tribal life had ended in Woolgoogla and no
Aboriginals attended the local school.

Wool googl aés population was around 150
in timber and farm products, had been completed two years earlier. oWre t
comprised a post office, general store, hotel, permanent school, three timber mills,
three sugar mills, two butter factories, a church, and a police station with a courthouse.
A School of Arts was added by 1910. The distdinom major citiestogethemwith the
notoriously rough roads which were oftends be the worst in Australiand relative
isolation of the town from other population centres, meant long travel times. For
instance, in 1906 a trip by car from Woolgoolga to Newcastle took twoidaysajor

undertaking The fastest mode of travel to Sydney (346 miles away) was by steamer.

Little Dot Rudderi a strong forthright gaze for the caméféallace Family Collection.

Living near the sea presented some serious hazards, with shipwrecks and drownings

a common occurrence along the coast. In 1896 Dorothy, not yet three, was almost left
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fatherlesswhen F.J. went fishing six miles from shore. Luckily he was a good

swimmer.The Clarence and Richmond Examirfidled in the details

MESSRS. F. and L. Rudder and W. James
souwest breeze sprang up, which compelled them to return to land. While
beating towards Red Rock the boat capsized in thekérgathrowing all the
occupants out. Finding it impossible to swim to shore they clung to the boat.
James was entangled in the furl of the sail, and after freeing himself all got
safely to shore, after losing their hats, boots and shirts. The boat wesatye

secured. They walked about seven miles, and reached the jetty at dusk. They

had a narrow escape from drownihg.

The courtroomcould alsobea dangerous ©place for Doroth

def

endants and pl aint i f faced theDudiciasytnione than p ar

once in connection with the local hotel. In 1895 F.J. became proprietor of the

Woolgoolga Hoteli a commodious establishment containing thirteen bedrooms, two

parlors, two dining rooms, a bar, two kitchens and one bathioamch he ran with

Alice until June 1897. Under the lease conditions only three serves of alcohol were

al |

abo

en

owed per customer on any one day. F. J.

ut the placed which was supposed to be

In 1897 a newspaper article appeared attackidg s hmartageiment skills. After

a stay at the Woolgoolga Hotel for two nights in December 1896, the defendant (name

not given) and his companion, Mr Apsley, wrote an articl& e Grip newspaper
critical of the way the premises were run. If this wabri@ Advisorreview today, it
would be a one star at best. F.J. did not take this lying down. He estimatedfl®sing
per week through publication of the article and brought an actioribiel; damages
being laid at20Q

According to the court records as reporte@Examinef t he def endant 6s

V

of f badly. The alcohods,j | WwWhi ¢ctlbowasgseeveadnh
onot fit to dr i nk 0ace tWashm thay wweres shaavs to & dirtyf o r

washroom with perfumed soap which smelled so bad it was unuseable. The men said

children were crawling about, the utensils and tablecloth were filthy and the quality of

the food was so bad ewitnesssaidthat whbnehentodk effehis

S i

trousers lice were found crawling about his legs. Next day he made a complaint to one
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of the servants, but when he returned next night he found nothing had been done to

remedy matters; he did not get another roondl, @othing had been done to get rid of

the vermin. 6 Three witnesses were producect

judge concluded there may have been some truth in what the defendant and others said
but the exaggerated account had turned fair comméemtibel. A verdict was found

for Rudder of £15 plus costs.

Alice Rudder, right, riding sideaddle early1900s.Wallace Family Collection.

Twelve bullocks plus tackle were the subjects of a second court case in nearby
Bellingen in May 1898 Alice Rudder became the owner of this bullock team as
payment for an outstanding £45 hotel bill owed for twelve months accommodation by
Justin McCarthy, a man who had a I|iking
leased back to McCarthy. Why he walbwaiked to stay for so long without paying for
the privilege was anyoneds guess. Alice

f

ap

Alice was O6all owedd to keep the money obt a

the bar trade and paid for the hotebds, but McCarthy was in debt to a Mr. Matthews
as well as Alice. The judge found for Matthews as the note of sale between Alice and
McCarthy had not been registered in the Supreme Court within 30 days as required
within the Bills of Sale Act. One bullockad already died and one was in bad shape
but the others were sold and the proceeds of the sale awarded to Matthews

The o6borrowed bl anketsd court case was
Doolan had been boarding for fourteen months aRthed d er 6 s hot el . He
blue blankets and a sheet and took them down to the jetty because he was going to
work at the local sawmill. Alice then lent him another pair of blankets, but none of the
bedding was returned. The case was dismi&sed
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An intriguing story titled 6The Macl eay T
in the Macleay Argusin 1899. Following in the footsteps of his grandfather Enoch
William Rudder, F.J. was at one stage involved in mining ventures. And like him, he
missed otion a fortune. F.J. had pegged out a promising tin claim of 120 acres on the
Macleay River but lost it through litigation. The land was abandoned so, together with
a Captain Peters, he travelled to Kempsey to stake a new claim. It was eight days too
late; someone in the know had already applied for it, later selling for £7,000 cash
6wi thout a pick be'iSone years later arkengineer votkirg thgr o u n d
tin mines of the Malay States wouldsohave a big i mpact on Do
dangling he carrot of a promised financial reward of tin mining shares in front of her.
Al t hough Dorothydos extended family was e
grandmother Emily Salmon had who died in 1868. She undoubtedly did have contact
with her patenal grandmother, Mary Ann Rudder, who lived with husband Julius on a
farm near Kempsey. Mary Ann died in November 1899 when Dorothy was just six.
Dorothydéds dogged passion for music and si
item in the program foEd g ar  Wavany Faik Rewusical Compangppearing
in Calcutta in 1919, offers some details into her start in show business. Dorothy said
her first experience of the stage was at three years of age when she tasted triumph as
the Queen of the Cantatd/hen she was five she recalled seeing a maypole prepared
for the dance and knowing the dance, offering to take part with the other children. To

her disgust she got 6Nod for an answer and

Fig 6.15: Jessie Pullen's concert group, 1899. The two girls at centre back
are — Hearne and Annie Alverson. In front (i to r) are: Allie Graham, Dorothy
Rudder (who later sang opera at Covent Garden), Miss Jessie Pullen (24 years
old), Nellie Graham, and Winnie Rudder, a fine pianist (photo®).

Jessie Pul |l en 6 sYeates,meilgVoolgoolya Thei History 8f @ Yillage Miorth Coast
N.S.W, Rotary Club of Woolgoolga, Woolgoolga NSW, 2013
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Dorothydés first revi ews were for publ i c
1899. In April, after a full day of picnicking angports affected by heavy rain, an
evening concert was held. An incredible 28 items were performed, including
OFederationd by the company of school gir
Examinerr eported OLittl e-apperaRudderdPdVaadhihmwg r &
vocalist, being only five years ol d, was
encore performance. Dorothy then sang 6Tw
Winnie who would later become a talented amateur pianist. A group photograph of
Miss Pullen and her pupils shows a determiluaking Dorothy, looking as if she is
about to throw a tantrum. Both she and Winnie, who was four years older, are dressed
identically in smock dresses decorated with extensive pipgrothy already had a
lush, thick, wavy head of hair which woyddoudlybecome her trademark.

The second school performance in June presented some challenges. Many of the
children suffered from colds and a half do
andtalkkeddung t he rendering of some of the girl
di sgraceful 0. Little Dot voH kateoimtheeyean@ ai n ¢ C
Church of England fundraising concert at S
with coloured sashes, with Dorothy again singing a duet with Winnie. Dorothy also
sang a duet with classmate Ruby Graham in a manner which belied HerTage.
concert featured a O0splendidly executed6 f
floral a rntaypoledédancd, althohgh very pretty, could not be shown to
advant age on acc o uifThis raly haverbeen thé maygole dahce r 0 o md
descibedy Dorothy in the Calcutttheate programduring a1919tour of the B&st)*?

After 1880 it was obligatory for parents of children between six and fourteen in
NSW to send them to school for at least seventy days eachdaalfThe small public
school Dorothy attended was one room built of wood with long desks, each seating six
stucents. For eighteen years from 1900 Henry (Harry) Barnes was the head teacher.

The Barnes family would become lifelong friends of the Rudders. In the early years

one teacher taught all year | evel s. A 6Cer
datedl 15 September 1903 reveals-terarold Dorothy could read an authorised 4th

grade Reading Book, write neatly and without errors a dictated paragraph from the

book and correctly answer mathematical questions of ordinary difficulty in simple and

compound ules, reduction, proportion and practice. Dorothy also showed an aptitude
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for physical activity, coming second t

athletics event in 1901.

Horse racing Woolgoolga beach style 1907allace Family Collection.

The small Woolgoolga community had its share of petty jealousies, grudges and
gossip but was essentially tighttyit, born from the necessity of meeting serious
challenges such as ilinesses, accidents or childbirth without the support system offered
by larger towns and cities. Woolgoolga did not have a doctor or dentist, the nearest
being based at Coffs Harbour. In 1905 the town did not even have its own baker, with
bread being delivered by mail coach.

Early in that year the threat of bubonic plagtermed the Black Death in the 14th
century) hung over the midorth coast. In Woolgoolga the Rudder household was
affected. They lived close to the jetty which harboured many rats and a dying flea
infested rat was found in their house o the advice ofhe police, the specimen was
scalded in hot water and mailed to Dr Millard from the Health Department. The rat
turned out to be either plague infected or just showed suspicious indications, depending
on local newspaper reports. The doctor asked for mamgles to inspect and the
family was advised to vacate the premises and fumigate immediately. They must have
been quite apprehensive; however-ame in town caught the plague during this
outbreak'®

Residents gained much enjoyment from getting togetbe special occasions.
Many photographs depict watbased activities; picnics packed in a suitcase; and
horse races on the beach. Concerts at the School of Arts, a basic wooden building with
a library, were held for a myriad of reasoingo raise fundgor churches and the
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school , to support educational |l ectures o
concert s, 6gents onlydé events with relaxed
one shilling to attend the weekly dances, and 3/6 a double fanghthly balls. People

came on horseback and by buggy from all over the district to attend.

Dorothy Rudder as a young giAn early theatrical pos®&oth imagedVallace Family Collection.

The few surviving photographs ofyaung Dorothy show a wetlressed girl with a
lovely face and smile, large intelligent eyes (later photographs show them to be blue)
with a petite figure and tiny waist. Her beautjftlick and somewhat unruly long hair
photographed darker than it wasraality. Of the number of locks of hair kept in the
suitcase, one is a rich golden brown and f
Dorothy sang at the inauguration of Empire Day, which was celebrated by
schoolchildren nationwide on 24 May 190®ueen Vi ctori ads birthday
swore allegiance to King and country, felt pride in being part of the British Empire and
had a good time playing sport and letting off firecrackers. In Woolgoolga a large new
Uni on Jack was unf urd teedibertySpdejestich that welee mp h a s
enjoyed under British ruled and wurged the
traditi on s Aftéra pidmie thengils plaged éoquet, swings, skips, quoits,
and rounders [a game similar to softball],itcricket and football matches occupied
the boys. In the evening a social was held
supplied by local residents which ™contri]

This included a solo by Dorothy, who was naewven.
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I n 1907, D o r o farmerdukus Rudderrdied aathengeeat age of eight
two, while on a visit to Sydney. Going against the family trend he did leave a will; his
assets included a commodious seven room residence with beautiful views in Kempsey.
And F.J. again had a narrow escape fanmowning. TheRaleigh Surtermed the event
6a boating accident of an unusual and exci
out from Woolgoolga for a spot of schnapper fishing, but were caught in heavy seas
two miles from shore. The boat capsizéert was righted by a large wave. The
occupants managed to get back in but had to sit in cold sea water up to their necks.
Back on shore the wharf manager became anxious as to their safety. A small boat went
out to find them but had to return as the seataasough. By a stroke of good fortune
a motor launch was at the jetty but because the waves were so high the owner had to
herocially lash himself to the mast to spot the missing boat. By the time they were
found, their boat had turned over again and Wwak in the water and his son on the
boat . Both men were exhausted after two ho
ashore received many congratulations upon escaping a watery grave and the men who
went put on so dangerous a mission were also madedipents of many very highly

deserved cotfhgratul ationsbo.

Zo ?7'eet zou
b 557 /1l 7,7"‘,' Y7L & L 2(7/ :

Y

/ V4
Kk
CARNIAALD ) -

E

Musically themed card from Alice to Dorothy. Dorot 't

Both imagedVallace Family Collection.

ClarriewasthefisRudder si bling to marry, at St Au
in June 1908. The bride, Pauline Raditz, wore an ivory silk voile dress trimmed with
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guipure lace. Dorothy acted as bridesmaid and was attired in a white silk dress and
white felt hat trimmed wit bows of glacé [glossy] silk. The forty guests were
entertained at a reception at the Rudder family home and the presents, which numbered
over fifty, Owere both useful and costl yéb.
of Grafton where the couple wiousettle and bring up five childréh

Dorothy and Winnie both received a more comprehensive education than most girls
in Australia at the turn of the twentieth century. It was socially desirable for upper and
middle class girls to be taught music ondertake singing lessons. If a student
exhibited musical talent, chances were this talent would be encouraged and so it was
with Dorothy. By 1908 she was a boarding student at the Convent of Mercy at Grafton,
sixty miles from Woolgoolga, studying musiccdathe arts, and excelling at piano.
While the Rudders were Church of England, the school was a Catholic institution. This
did not seem a source of conflict for Dor
records from these years are lost, it is unkndvew long she attended. Towards the
end of 1908 both Dorothy and Winnie received their Diploma of Associate of the
London College of Music (Senior Honours) for pianoforte through the school. They
both scored 8% Apart from being taught music and religion, during a visit to Grafton
in 1910, the new Bishop Dr Carroll outl ine
and industry as key; at the same time the aim was to foster habits of independence,
selfreliance thrift and communitymindedness. The students regularly attended church
and for exercise swam in a shamoof swimming pool constructed on the Clarence
Ri ver near the convent. Concerts were giyV
Dorothy may have padipated. The convent also held an annual ball, veitil
increbile500peopleat t endi ng i M Dorothydés year

For a small townWoolgoolga hada surprisingvariety of churches; the Rudders
supported every church evem/hen the new Methodist Hall was ogehin 1906

Dorothy sang two songs to an oOouncomfortabl

Cup6 and o68®ddy Dearednber. a Church of Enc
celebration included a gift tree loaded with around 400 presents donated by many

communt y members. Together with Master Moul d,
and Pridedé which received a | oud encore. A

School of Arts to raise funds for building materials for the Catholic Church in 1907.
Dorothy agam sang two songand Winnie accompanied all the performers on the
piano. The choice of songs was quite eclecticw@ll-knownt une enti tl ed
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Col our ed F d subtitldddrme dandydMarching Soidgarodied New York

high society. BersOthe€Commommgwedlotdhd cel ebr at
achievement of the federation of the six Australian colonies in £90h.5 May 1909

Dorothy sang at a concexd welcomethe new Presbyterian district minister Rev. Mr
Jones. Thi s 0 mo st terbsdng mye toe thee langen guénberi of i n
representatives from other Christian religious groups in attendaAdthough serious

tensions and divisions between Roman Catholics (often of Irish heritage) and
Protestants of British background were apparent inralish society, in Woolgoolga

people of different religious persuasions appeared-&xgi in relative harmony.

Picnickingand boating a¥Voolgoolga.Both imagedVallace Family Collection.

In addition to performing and going to school, at #ge of fifteen Dorothy was
taking responsibility for organising other children for local concerts. At a
schoolchildrenb6s concert in June 1909, t h
Engl and choir, OA grand f I or atygaipdressed f or me
children, bearing floral wreaths, going through the intricate figures with a precision of
movement which spoke volumes for their ins
Rudder o Dorothy 6éacted as asé6ompdnsahg éaR
Britanniad with a chorus bAjice peffemecthenpany .
secretarial duties and hel ped prepare the
way responsible for the sé&ccessful cul mina:

Other family members sometimes featured on stage. The School pWAits had
become run dowrhad been revived by a new committee including F.J. as President.
6They have ample scope for their enthusias
the windows and doordeing defective, and the ceiling riddled with white ants.

Ot herwise it is perfectly sound. 6 Shades o
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Being part of the communi tynformndfadréssupsi ng t he | oca
A rare survivorg The Our Boysflyer July 1909 Both imagedVallaceFamily Collection.

The Examinernoted the performance @ur Boysby the Woolgoolga Dramatic
Company in July 1909 which attracted the largest audience ever to attend. The flyer
survives and lists Dorothy as Mary Melrose, the poor cousin of an heiress, but on this
occasion it was her f atphoductiorsof theuptapwas @ t he
delightful surprise to Woolgoolga residents who never anticipated that such a degree of
success could be attained by local amateurs. Mr. F.J. Rudder, as Mr. Middlewick, kept
the house fairly bubbling with mirth throughout theeeing, and his delineation of the

A

character was wo FTHeatricabtélentobvipusly fareirstseifamitya | . o

Did baritone Post Mason care about the unuseable piano at WoolgdobyaNLA.

While Woolgoolga was not numbene priority on the regional touring circuit, top
performers sometimes paid a visit. In 1910 the Post Mason Company, a group of

33



vaudeville entertainers, was greeted with a crowded house. However the performance

conditions wee less than ideal

The pictures [films] were much appreciated, as also were two items sung by
[American operatic baritone] Mr. Post Mason, though the artist was under the
disadvantage of having no accompaniment. The piano in the local hall has been
in sud a lamentable condition for some time past that it is impossible to use it.
The question of replacing it is one that the committee should grapple with
forthwith. High class companies cannot be expected to appear in a hall where

there is practically no pie?°

Thankfully, anew Allison piano was finally purchased in 1913.

0This is the way Artthanggebs up @bbubtr tsbhed bdyadesshni dhtl Iss e
mind a serap [scrag]Wi n. 8 Postcar d t oWalaceFanmilyCpllecha®. Jul y 1910.
Winnie Rudder and Arthur Wallace on theiedding day 1910PhotographeAngus McNeilKempsey.

Wallace Family Collection.

In March 1910Do r ot h y Wisnie snarged schoolteacher Arthur Wallaae
the School of Arts hall in front of sixty guests. He had earlier proposed to her at the end

of the Woolgoolga jetty one moonl it ni ght .
neatly attired in embroidered Swiss muslin
6was gowned in a hands om?The lwidegroom igdvehisv oi | e,
wi fe, a O6massive gold bangl ed whfiointhe Dor ot h

guestsncluded several chequés

34



Winnie and Dorothy with horse and buggy 19@&llace Family Collection.

Two years previously, Winnie sent Arthur a photograph of herself and Dorothy
sitting in a buggy. Writing on the back s
horse got startled, goi ng tetwith majantiitwahae scr u
marvel we werenét smashed up. Donét know h
rescued by theibrother Reganchtey had to | eave the horse b

very much afraid he wondt ®&fmd sohbrsermuteh us e

districtth owe v er . Di scarded horses | ike this one

picked up by someone else, especially by the local children, and ridden around town or
onto the beach.

|
ke SAoay PRIVER
Imighiy and Goerlining GOD,
| defend me, Gl gevmant mith Thy
s g Grencs, that Frong omtinse
%55 Thine far euwrua daily incveade in’Thy
Bralyy Birit ware and maveunil Teomennta
Whine Shaerlagting Kingaont i olyraugh pur
Japrd Jeau Clbrigt.

B Guogtn sPrridng,

Dorot hyds conf i r nvdatlacedramilgGoliettionf i cat e 1910.

On 9 June 1910, sixtegrearold Dorothy was confirmed into the Anglican Church

in thediocese of Grafton and Armidale. The confirmation card featured a pretty image
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of passionfruit flowers draped around a cross, toppeddtgraand gold crown radiating

lines of holiness. It was signed by visiting clergyman the Rev. Frederick de Porte St
John, a man with a distinguished surname. A quick search reveals a baron and earls in
their Iineage and | i seerageg(NovelishMaDeteing St Johnd s an
of The Women in Blackamewas his granddaughter.) In June 1910 he conducted the
opening ceremony for the Woolgoolga Grand Fancy Fair, held in aid of the St
Augustineds Building Fund. The fair il 1l ust
OMi rth and good Wwmewue. pr€E€khail edeever of t
flags, palms and flowers which helped to cover its dilapidated state. All the stallholders
decorated their spaces and wore fancy costume. Dorothy again sang a selection of songs

at a concert even though itaw teeming with rain. The fair concluded with a Bruce

auction, gpopularcombination of auction and baz&Ar.

I n November Dor ot hy sang three overy n i
accompany a O6very interesting Reorbderitns tBruu cnts
by Rev. A. Robertson, the Presbyterian minister who officiat&tlianiea nd Ar t hur 0 s
wedding in March. Robertson illustrated his subject with lantern views, an early type of

presentation technology and forerunner to the slide projéttor.

| 1
| A HARMLESS AMUSEmMENTR . llt

Interesting sketctk r om Dor ot hy 6s aut ongmemtipghon Bhinesk immigratisni bl y ¢

Wallace Family Collection.
The George Marl ow Dramatic Company OMar |l ow

After graduating from the Grafton Convent, at the age of seventeen Dorothy moved to
Sydney.Surprisingly, fer first foray into the world of professional theatre was in three
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melodramas for theatrical entrepreneur George Marlow in 191He Bad Girl of the

Family, Under Two FlagsandDriving a Girl to Destructionlt was quite a jump from

living at home andperforming at local community events. By the time Dorothy met

Marlow, his touring companies had already been all around Australia, including many

regi onal centres. F. J. and Wtles batenoteverg our age
seventeetyearold country girl was allowed to travel unchaperoned with a theatrical
company.

At various stages during her career, Dorothy used the stage name Dorothy May and
it first appears duringyd hweas Marpopw |saera ssootr
of hairpins (and a racehorse). Why the change from Rudder? Maybe Rudder did not
sound romantic enough for a stage performer. Whatever the reasarftestappeared
under her real name as well, often alternating between naemsnding on her
activities. Shaised Dorothy May when working in variety theatre but had dropped this
pseudonym altogether after 1927.

Foll owing an extensive national tTheur, on
Bad Girl of the Familyopenedat Mar | owdés brand new Adel phi
the largest theatre in Australia (it was later renamed the Grand Opera House and later
still became the Tivoli Theatre). Special attention had been paid to ventilatlming
roofs covered the stage caauditorium. Marlow, who was not adverse to a touch of
hyperbole, advertised the show as o6the | at
been introduced in Australia, which ran for over 600 nights in London and was
attended by Royaldt v+ hé Mals&890i sweyeawel com
successful seveweek run and starred Nellie Ferguson as the bad girl, Robert Inman as

the hero, and Essie Clay as the heroine.

e BAD GIRL 2% FAMILY, 25

THE SHOP GIRLS' PILLOW FIGHT WITH THREE POLICEMEN

The Pillow Fight SceneBritish postcardAut hor 6s. col |l ecti on
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The Bad Girlof the Familywas a potboiler; well and truly overcooked, but lots of
fun too. Mgutsbowommaribsed the story: O0Natur al
intrinsic worth takes some hours. Sadly two lives are sacrificed in the process and
many estimable and mocent people are driven to desperate straits and terrible anguish
but in all tri unphomthyplayedonemi the severushdp girls. 6
involved in a strenuous dormitory pillow fight with an invading force of three
policemen in a scene of mupantomime, which the girls win. Pillows against batons?
No contest of course.

Marlow followed up at the Adelphi on 20 May witbhnder Two Flagsa dramatic
version of the novel by British writer Ouida (Maria Louise Ramé). The plot of the play,
peppeed with gambling debtsnoneylending doctoring horsesand competition for
the leading man, revolved around French army officers in an overheated desert
environment. At theoup de gracea g i r | named Cigarette (pl a
Ethel Buckley) thravs herself in front of an officer as he is about to be executed by
firing squad. She takes the bullet and doe
minor role®! The show used real horses, placed in tiaside iron stays while trotting
on a machineThis set up led to real life drama on stage. During one matinee Ethel
Buckley was riding for her life across the Algerian desert when the horse slipped off
the stage and fell over the footlights. Ethel jumped clear and was badly shaken but how
the poor lorse fared was not noted.

MARLOW, GEORGE.
TLeatrical Entrepreneur; est. 1908. Born London, Eng.,
September 24, 1876, Came to Sydney 1882,

Clubs—Automobile, Victoria Club.
Society—Maso!

Recreations—Horse Racing, Motoring, Boxing,

Home Address—Waverley,

Entrepreneur and man aboawin George MarlowmAut hor 6s col |l ecti on.
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DRIVINGGIRL
Rk TRITION

Stunning pster of the film versiomf Driving a Girl to Destruction1911.From the National Film and

Sound Archive of Australialittps://www.nfsa.gov.au/
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Continuing with the melodrama themByiving a Girl to Destructionby Mrs
Morton Powellopened on 17 June. Unusually, the play premiered at the matinee and
not at night. The main playemsere British stage stars Louise Hampton and Cecil
Mannering, Nellie Ferguson and Ethel Buckley. Dorothy was one of twimetycast
members and again played a minor role as one of the girls named Susie Smith.

The four acts of Gtilmeé 6l &dlonwee Act 11.1.06A0C
Name o6 ; Act I I 6Driving a Girl to Destruc
the advertising stated, it had sensation, tragedy, pathos and humour blended together. It
ends with a fight to the death bet@n two women, using any available tools including
knives, revolvers and even a kitchen dresser loaded with crockenBuritay Times
had worries about Mr Marl owds bottom | ine.
and destroy furniture, and finallyalf downstairs, breaking the bannister in the

operation. George Marlow really should speak severely to these two, the damage they

did to good stage pri&ps was really unpardo]
July 10, 1911 saw the opening Tfe Bad Girl of the Famipt Adel ai deds Th
Royal in a revival season, mar Regg sDer 0s h

theatre critic commented ONo one who witne
could complain of not having obtained sufficient for the pricadrission. Having
started at 7.45 pm and | asted until after
in quantity what it lacked in quality@s usual, the audience enjoyed the anarchy of the
pillow fight which dr*w é6merriment and app
Dorothy celebrated her eighteenth birthday on 8 August. The company commenced a
regional tour of NSW and Queensland in the same month performing various plays.
The tour included Newcastl| e aQctdberBOni3@ bane a
SeptemberDoot hy received a smal | MomagBullebnn f r om
revi ewer who said 60Other characters were w
Al ston and B. Mu r Nbtoowen the tapnbotmrgfirstoptofessional .
review.
Marlow and Iis Australian Picturised Drama Company made a silent film version of
Driving a Girl to Destructiorwith the regular acting troupe, incorporating the sights of
Rockhampton such as the courthouse and | oc
by LongfordLyell Productions. Released in November 1911, it had a length of 3,000
feet and was available to exhibitors for rent only. No print has survived which is not
surprising, considering the volatile nature of nitrate films and lack of importance
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attached to ifm preservation in earlier years. An opportunity to see Dorothy in
celluloid has gone, but tletunning poster still remains.

Mar | fil
sermon from the pulpit at Newcastle Cathedral

owos m received a negative review

How could young people, he asked, be taught high ideals when they were
presented with cheap neurotic representatiamsjhich mock heroes were
made of criminalsThere was, he added, a grave danger to our public morality
in this craze for fictitious esitement and luxury. One of the placards he saw,
"Driving a girl to destruction,” and similar medleys of hideous immoral
suggestion, [were] designed to excite popular taste. They were unwholesome;
a*h d eand.

unseemly uncl

Marlow responded that melodramasre a way of teaching the young how to avoid the
dangers awaiting them in the world. Other religious and community leaders were
unhappy with the evil influence of the picture shows on the youth of 1912, and did not
want them showiat allon a Sunday. Theethate over what activities were appropriate
was longrunning. Rudder relatives in Kempsey wrote to the local papers in 1903
stating that tennis, pingong and betting on foot races dishonoured the Sabbath, the
ng
3% FfJ.t Rudder anrtiie oteep mandnvasdmore relaxed about

latter turni y 0 U rgagonemstias withmnd ambitton bubtoget dr i v e
ahead i n a

this issue. He supported local horse racing and enjoyed a drink.

| S

AT CHARM BAY

Dr awi ng

of

Dor ot hy

0 At WalacaFamiy ®kegtion. b y

O6AECDH
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TheromanticMirror Pool WoolgoolgeCreek Dorothy at left Wallace Family Collection.

It is diverting to have a look at the Graftbaily Examinerand check out the items
featuring in the local news when Dorothy returned home for Christmas. Roller skating
had become very fashionable. The season closed with Mr Gunderson and Miss Rudder
(Dorothy?) winning a prize for best double skating. A heavy stgqurooted trees and
damaged telephone lines; a rifle match was held between Woolgoolga and Coffs
Harbour gun clubs; an act of sabotage occurred at the timber mill with timber being
placed among the machinery wheels but was discovered just in time anditimg-w
shed on the jetty was dfEvdniagmall ®wh swh ash 6 ob s
Woolgoolga had its examples of asticial behaviour.
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Chapter Three

Dorothy and the Garcia School of Music

6lt is the fashion to speak of the artisti
talented Australians who are too lazy to work in a systematic manner. The misfortune

of the oO6artistic temperamenté i s téwat so m
theartb ~ Madamdé&heGthrk907st i an

Garcia Centre St Vincentds Coll ege ARwtthor &Psoiphot o or

By November 1911 Dorothy had made the decision to focus on her voice rather than
her acting skills as shaas by then enrolled as a singing student with Madame
Christian at the Garcia School of Music. This was quite a switch from performing on
stage in melodramas.

Soprano and singing teacher Mary Ellen Christian (1B248l) was taught by the
celebrated t&cher of voice production Manuel Garchiithough she had a successful
career in London, in 1871 she travelled to Australia as theeallasiveand polluted
London fog wasdverselyaffecting her voice. Christawa s Dame Nel | i e Mel |
professionas i ngi ng teacher while Melba was a st
Ladies College. After retiring from singing in 1894 at age @@ristiantook religious
vows, entering the Sisters of Charity congregation as Sister Mary Paul of the Cross. In
1895 shet aught Voi ce at St Vincent 6s Col l ege
Christian. The earlier School of Music she founded in 1897 was renamed the Garcia
School of Music in 1905. Accordingtoteu st r al i an Wasmaeunélse We e k |

was never able to attenéelr pupi |l s6 concerts.
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MADAME OHRISTIAN

Madame Christianllustrated Australian New& December 1892 rove NLA.

Madame Christian was a proponent of thed cantomethod of singing (literally
translated as beautiful singingel Canto operas include those by 18émtury Italian
composers Rossini, Bellini and Donizetti. According to Melba biographer Ann
Bl ai Bxpaonents of the style were renowned for their pure voices and brilliant trills
and s cThe basss &f the tedique was control of the bregh On c deredya s
bel cantotechnique could extend the vocal range, produce a seamless tone up and
down the scale and provide a flexibility and technical virtuosity that other methods
haveseldom matched"d

The Garcia School of Music overlooked Sydney HarbaturPotts Point, and
consisted of four threstoried terrace houses in a rowwo for classrooms and two for
boarding accommodation. There were 100 girls in residence and 100 day students. A
large domed music salon ran the length of the building. Theatiegibalso included
teaching and practice rooms, a recreation room, sixty bedrooms with balconies and
twenty bathrooms.

As well as voice training, which was her principal subject, Dorothy was taught
piano, ltalian, French and German (essential skills for singing opera), music theory,
harmony and counterpoint, choral singing, oratorio and operatic class work and sight
readirg. Lessons in English, physical culture, elocution and deportment were also

offered.
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A four page contract signed by Madame Christian, DorothyFaddRudder on 8
April 1913 sheds light on the conditions under which Dorothy was instructed arth
of singing. The contract was to run for three years at an annual fee of 90 guineas. This
included full board and lodging during term and tuition in the several branches of
music and musical subjects taught at the school. Instruction in the argioigsimas to
be personally given by Madame Christian. The parents were to provide clothing,

cutlery, bedding, books, medicines and medical attendance.

CAFRY out the provisions of this agreement the Parent shall
|be liable to Madame Christian for the sum of Two hundred

‘zmd seventy guineas being at the rate of Ninety guineas

|per year during the said term PROVIDED THAT allowance shall

| be made to the Parent for the amount already paid by him

to Madame Christian under this agreement.

| AS WITNESS the hands of the parties hereto:
[SIGNED by the said MARY PLLI“) -
|CHRISTIAN {n the ppesence g ) g ?/‘/“*‘/““” i
‘ /7% a—wr/
BY the said DOROTHY RUDDER 1ng (, H#@(‘@W

the preseng¢e on =

| (( 77 Z
| fi (klﬂé P
2 th melsqm}w(,w/f w{i :,f )

RUDDER in f,qe presence of
e | =

A page from the contract between the Garcia School of Music, DoRtidderand F.J. Rudder.
Wallace Farity Collection.

Madame Christian was to have oOfull cont
undertake any concert engagement without approval. Dorothy had to ageséoton
public concerts for the Garcia School with all profits and fees (apart fr@avelling
expenses) to go to the school. The school prospectus, which featured images of

students including Eugenie Boland, Carrie Lanceley, Kate Rooney and Ella Caspers
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who went on to have successful careers, highlighted how public appearances enabled
stidents to O6gain experience and the discipl
and nerve control, without which their musical possibilities cannot rightly be
estimated?o.

Students were required to conduct themselves with decorum and propriety, to study
diligently and o6shall be all owed such bod
Madame Christian shal/l consider propero.
agreement t parent would be liable for the sum of two hundred and seventy guineas
being at the rate of 90 guineas per year, minus any money already paid. This
substantial sum was only affordable by families of some means, the average annual
male wage being £138.J had been the Woolgoolga shipping agent for Langley Bros
line of steamers since 1911 and managed to cover the cost.

One example has been found to date of Ma
voice. At a complimentary (fundraising) concert orgadi®y Woolgoolga locals for
Dorothy on 27 July 1912, thExaminerst at ed O0The crowded hous
tribute to the esteem and respect that the family is held in by local residents. For many
years Mr Rudder and his family have taken the leading part in all public and social
functions. Mi ss Rudder possesses a beauti
under whom she is studying, writes in unqualified praise of the values of Miss
Rudder 6s wsopossilglitea’dd o f

Dor ot hy éaencenp appelarances in connection with the school varied from
invitationronly musicales for Sydney socialites and music lgveracerts featuring a
particularly promising pupil assisted by the Garcia studetdsend of year
presentations and charity evenf¢.J. Grieves, a leading Sydney musician and teacher
of violin at the school, often performed with the Garcia students, choir and orchestra.

He would become alife ong fri end of Dorothyos.

In Septemberhie Sydney Town Hall was decorated in peach, plum and cherry
bl ossoms for a fundraising ball for St Vin
as the wife of the Governor General, Lady Denham, Lord Riddaville and the Lady
Mayoress.Among the musidaitems was a duet by Dorothy and fellow student,
contralto Rose Fitzgeral dFicalgleecd! dB5ngob.
considered by the reviewer to beBydunear ef ul |
1913Fitzgeraldwa s s e |l e cntoesdt apsr ogtilse ng st udent of t
her debut in a concert of songs by Irish national poet Tom Métee name would
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later pop up as a performer Tihe Sparklerdroupe alongside Dorothy in Brisbane in
1921°

Dorothy 18 years old April 1912hotograph byohnson Studios Sydneallace Family Collection.

SCHOOL OF ARTS,

T MO N IGET
. 3 ]
MONDAY, DECEMBER 16th, 1912 !ss Kathleen n Brlen

(Pupil of Madame Christian.)

GARCIA 7INNUAL And Ter
CONCERT. COMPANY OF ENTEHT&INEHS,
s Including :
DIRECTRESS: MADAME CHRISTIAN. MISS‘ nﬂ RDTHY HunDE"I Buprmn.
w MISS MILLIE CALLAGHER, Violini
MR. OSSIAN STENMARK, Bass,
st <. HAROID LS MR. BOVSFIELD, Recitation.

MISS MAKEPEACE, Accompanist.
Prices: 3/, 2/, and 1/,
HOX PLAN AT SLADIE'S.

Garcia Annual Concert flyer 16 December 19A&llace Family Collection.
Advertisement Miss KaheBathamstiim&G O&ember 498 Frov€ENIA.c er t .

Reviews for Garcia concerts early in 1912 list Dorothy as a participant but no solos
are noteduntil the 29 June concert. At the October event many latecomers insisted on
taking their seats immediately, interrupting both the singers on the platform and the
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audienceOn 5 December Garcia student contralto
her home town of Bathurst NSWithDor ot hy one of the support
of ent eTheBathurseNatorial Advocatevas impressed by her performance.

6Fomre 0oso young, Mi ss Dorothy Rudderds sopr
best effort was undoubtedly Tosti és hackne
heard such a clever turn°TheAdivibealt @Hisc goBx b
Bathurstan 6 who was based in Sydney O&épredicted
6Good Sydney judges® now share that opinion:
The audience was large and appreciative atGheciaannual concert, held at the

Sydney Town Hall on 16 Decembdrhe Sydney Morimg Heraldpr ai sed Dor ot h
especially bright and effective workhile the Catholic newspap&r eemandés Journ
said OMiss Dorothy Rudder, whose rich voi
possession of dramati c t e mp ebrilkanmmechyfhed s an g

Daily Telegrapht hought she was O6a young | ady with

powér 6.

It was early days, but Dorothy was beginning to be noticed by reviewers.

Floral tributes followinga concertwere a serious businesallaceFamily Collection.

Dorothy often travelled between Sydney and the mmwmith coast in 1912,

participating in Garcia School concerts and appearing at local School oh#lss
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when she returned home for holidays. Althougiie was due to participate m
Kempsey fundraiser on 2 and 4 July with dramatic soprano Fannie Bauer (who
originally came from Grafton) and pianist Alicia Nolan, she did not appear due to
being O6indisposed’

A balance sheet for a concert Fanny Bauer gave for the Casino Hdbgital
previous year provides an insight into how the actual finances were managed. It
appeared in the local newspaper because there was gossip in the town about a private
supper being paid for through ticket sales. In this instance, the performer waslpaid ha
the takings after expenses were deducted, with the hospital receiving the other half.

Dorothydéds concerts would have involved a

TAREE.
2= PROGRAMME. 2

1. OVERTURE, ... ... MISS BENNETT.
2. SOPRANO SOLO, “Carmena,” ...........-.. MISS DOROTHY RUDDER.
3. TENOR SOLO, “Only Once More™ (MOir), «.oieiiiueaiirisinneanas MR. W. C. WILLIAMS.

4. SOPRANO SOLO, “Bel Raggio,” .........c.. MISS DOROTHY RUDDER.
5. BASS 8OLO, “Lighterman Tom” (Squiré), ............... MR. FRANK BELFORD.
6. RECITATION, “The Irish Fite BHigade,” ..............co..ooooosiorions MR. J. BRETT.
7. BARITONE SOLO, “Big Ben (Pontet),...cccsr.ivorsevsisrarriies MR. C. B. BAILEY,
8. VOCAL DUET, “Excelsior,” MISS DOROTHY. RUDDER and MR. FRANK BELFORD,
9. TENOR SOLO, “Slave Song" (Del Reigo), w.iiveriserresinss MR. W. C. WILLIAMS.
10. OVERTURE, “Smilhy in the Wood,” MISS DOROTHY RUDDER & MRS. A. WALLACE.
11. VOCAL SOLO, Selected, ..................c T AT MR. D. ALLAN DEUCHAR.

12, SOPRANO SOLO, “Hush, My Little One,”"....... MISS DORBOTHY RUDDER.

INTERMISSION.

Sydney Grundy’s One-Act Play,

“IN HONOUR BOUND.”
T ey w———

By Wingham Dramatic Company.

CAST :

SIRZGEORGEV CARLYON, - KiC., MEPs . ootk oo T MR. J. S. GILL?
R. H. L. G. MOORE.
‘MRS, W. C. WILLIAMS.

.. MISS MERRETT.

ROSE DALRYMPLE, ......
SCENE: SIR GEORGE CARLYON'S STUDY.
TIME: THE PRESENT.
SOPRANO SOLO, “Good-bye (Tasti), ............ MISS DOROTHY RUDDER.

G TINES Tyy., TARER. SO

Another rare survivor. Flyer for Taree concert 19 December Maflace Family Collection.

More recognitionnow ¢ a me Do r o Dborothy gavewsacgessful concerts at
Coffs Harbour on 16 August 1912 (postponed from 24 July for reasons unknown and

again from 31 July due to inclement weather) and Taree on 19 December, both assisted
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by local taleh Although moderately attended, the Taree audience responded
favourably. TheManning River Timesvas puzzled as to why so many local music
lovers had not attended, but several other attractions had competed for patrons. The

reviewer commented:

The sweetres o f [ Dor ot hyds|] singing was del
effective intonation and pleasing expression were highly appreciated. She was
particularly brilliant in her upper notes, which were beautifully clear, whilst her

lower register is full and melw é The talented vocal.i
marvellous voice for one so young, and as she is still in her teens, a promising

career °s assured. o

At her vocal recital at the Good Templars Hall at Kempsey on 23 January 1913,
assisted by violinist Professor Walhd local amateurs, the attendance was again only
moder at e and onot at al | commensuG.ate wi
According to theMacleay ArgudMiss Rudder was a leading Sydnayist who6o h a s a
nicely trained voice of a full compass. Shesp f#eCeo® i n excell ent st
recal l ed t hr gus added thatsJuligs Riuddez, wi#o formerly lived at
Commandant Hill near Kempsey, was her grandfather.

Dorothy had somehow dropped two years fro
Northern Starstated she was a soprano of seventeen summers (and that she planned to
visit Europe in the near futuré) This was not an uncommon action by women in the
theatrical arena, given the pressure to look young; still, it is very strange to do this
while still a teenager. Was there an age stipulation at the Garcia School of Music?
The Macleay Chronicleeviewer supplied a description of her appearance and style on

stage which indicated she was showing confidence in front of an audience

A young lady of seventeen summers who already has both feet on the ladder of

famei and O most al |l whobve heard her pred
golden rungs. Gracefully moulded, yet sturdy withal, topped with an abundance

of fair brown hair, this tastefullfrocked girl with the somewhatetite features

impresses immediately with her stage presence and confident intoffation.

On 14 February Dorothy gave a saldt concert at Woolgoolga, an attendance record

for the town, with some unable to obtain admission. Sheassisted by local artists
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including good friend Charlie Younger who
Winnie accompanied each act on the pialm.an article promoting the concert the
Examinemwrote:
On Friday evening Miss Dorothy Rudder é
Arts €é her excellent soprano voice has
parts of the stte. The "Town and Country Journal" referred in particular in
flattering terms to her vocal renderings at a recent concert in the Town Hall
Sydney, and held out great promise for her future carekikewise the
Bathurst and Kempsey papers referred to her performances in those cities in
most eulogistic terms. Woolgoolga residents are justly proud of their young

artiste and Friday night's concert promises to be an unqualified suécess.

After the conert the Examinerpr ai s ed Dorot hyos contribut
demonstrated the vol ume, range and sweetn
confirmed the high encomiums that have been accorded it by the leading journals

t hr oughout®™ Further suGsshult recitals followed on the north coast

including one at Coffs Harbour on 26 Februatlyis time to a good houseThe

Advocatecommented how her song choices:

Provedthat the young lady could sing in widely different pieces with the same

ease. The log sustained high notes were given without apparent effort,
showing a great capacity of any amount
AGoodbyed excelled hersel f. Sel dom have
would be difficult for anyone to find fdtuand we must heartily congratulate the

young performer on her magnificent effbtt.

Her status was still as a student participating in school and community concerts but her
repertoire was starting t o Dbblgantbclhss cMuwBied a |
Raggi oo, Bor d\e e ®@a m6 ¥d s Htoime,6 HIAunmdb a@ri ) S o mMgAd
(Nicholls)andL ane WibICsao mé® aob .

Back in Sydney, Dorothy took part in an invitation concert on 29 May for Garcia
student soprano Gertrude Corr at the YMCA Hall. Dorothy was part of a double girls
guartet singing West 6 Cordntadeaa nesvous $tarttaftlee S u mme
SydneyMorning Heraldgave her a mixed review. On 11 June Master Willie Houston,

atalentedboy i ol i ni st from W. J. Grievesb6 studio,
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Houston O6justified his mastero6s faith in
remarkablep o gr e s s 6 theHerald haitihis musitabcareer, like that of many
other talented children, did not progress to adulthood. Dorothy again assisted; she
6agreeably varied the programédé by singing
By 13 July 1913 Dorothy, o had returned to Woolgoolga for the mwthter
holidays, participated in a farewell conce
GraftonArgusr evi ewer wrote that Dorothy o&ésurpris
and praised her voice for its rangpiality and sweetnesg/innie provided the piano
accompani ment and was herself praised duri
of touch and expression which can only be exhibited by an accomplished mfSician
Dorothy sang again five dayater to a goossized audience at the Woolgoolga
School of Arts, supported by local talent including Winnie as accompanist. Something
strange occurred on this night. TAelvocatebelieved the best song of the four she
contributed was pirobawhiycld AwMo oo s pgphe Mai dl vy
of that 6an encor e SDarsthydvaswsuallyreode tharywillinh e si n
to respond tlave aadrequast fdriaeother sobgs Something was wrong

on this occasion.

52



Chapter Four
The First World War i Family and friends enlist

So many gods, so many creeds,
So many paths that wind and wind
While just the act of being kind

Is all this sad world needs.

~ Ella Wheeler Wilcox

Manly Beachi SummerisHerd 913. Oil on canvas by Ethel Carrick
Manly Art Gallery and Museum Sydnegift of the artist 1934.

On the back of this sailing image Dbhet pypweobDendbD
| o s e Whallade Bamily Collection.

Kirchner girl style postcard sent by Arthur Wallacewide Winnie during the warWallace Family

Collection.
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The National Museum of Australia dedicated a centenary exhibition erBt@tbus
Days: Australia 1913 & tone of tremendous optimism, when Australians took pride
i n their di stinctive cul tur e, higid stand
progressive social policiédt was the calm before the storm.

The amusements columns in tBgdney Morning Heild on 2 April 1914, just prior
to World War 1, revealed a surprising diversity of entertainments on offer, from
classical concerts, chamber music and vocal recitals to silent movies, numerous plays,
and vaudeville presented by Benjamin Fuller and EdwardaBs c o mbe 6s r enow
touring costume companidheDandies EachDandiescompany was represented by a
colour such as red, blue or green. Other indoor activiféered for consideration
included Wi rthds Circus which mAmenmat ed f i f
the huge Great White City Carnival extravaganza, an international boxing heavyweight
title at Snowy Baker 6s Stadi um, ball room ¢
forget the popular pastime of roller skating, which Dorothy enjoyed. Ifsopesought
outdoor activity, the cricket, excursions to beauty spots, horseracing and sailing, a visit
to the Hawkesbury Show and the forthcoming biplane exhibition at the Royal Easter
Show were other optiorfsThis indicates a large Sydney audience hajpgpend on

entertainment and with the leisure time and financial resources to devote to it.

Postcard from Dorothy to Reg Ruddéfallace Family Collection.

Dorothy had been at the Garcia School of Music since late 1911 andeckceiv
constant praise for her vocal skills on the concert platform. Hers was a carefree life, if

the happy snapshots of her are anything to go by. But towards the end of 1913 all was
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not right wit imN&@embasthhey dwsa sh emael ntthi.otn eNde wisnd t he

columnoftheCof f 6s Har bour Advocate

Miss Dorothy Rudder who has been pursuing her musical studies in Sydney for
some time returned home by the [steamer] Fitzroy this week. Miss Rudder's
health has not been satisfactory lately, and she hasdoésed to take a rest

for a few months.

|t i s unclear what was wrong but 6a few m
Although she did return to the Garcia School after her July 1913 concerts at
Woolgoolga she took a break from singing from AugSti3 until April 1914.
Although other Garcia students had featured in their own special concerts, Dorothy had
not. Had there been problems at the school? Did she retire hurt because Rose Fitzgerald
was chosen as 6émost pr omitking g break, Daothpt 6 and
was in breach of the contract signed with Madame Christian in April 1913 but no legal
action was taken by the school. Was the problem much more serious? We are offered a
clue a few years later.

After recovertingf dctoor Wehedlutnls@, she was
participating in Garcia concerts and associated Catholic Church events. This ircluded
Good Friday Grand Sacred Concert at the Repertory Theatre Sydney on Good Friday

evening, 10 April 1914. Th8undayMail wrote:

It is with interest we note the promising singers who appear from time to time

at our local concerts. The singing of Misses Alice Naylor, Dorothy Rudder, and
Winifred Darl ey €é demonstrated the fact
talentin our midst. These three young ladies are students of the Garcia School

of Music?

Dorothy next sang in front of &édistinguish
Garcia School Student Musicale on 21 April, followed by an entertainment on 29 April
to boost the Catholic Church parochial funds. The star of the evening was Maud Telfer
whol ater found success in LondonChuGCGhippear i ng¢
Chow(a version ofArabian Night$ for four years.

The Bathurst NationalAdvocateof 25 November 1914 noted that Dorothy was still

a student of Madame Christian but the last mention of an actual school connection was
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on 28 May. 8eassisted tenor Cymbert Horan, from the studio of Madame Christian, at

a recital in the St James Hall. Ree ws o f Horands performanc

Dorothy was again singing wel/l. OMi ss Dorc
Song of the Soulo (Breil) and Mascagni's 0
Mowat Carter, for >which she was encored. d

While Dorothy and the citizens of NSW went about their daily lives, war was
brewing on the other side of the world. The European monarchs, who were all closely
related, werelocked into various alliancesThe assassination of the heir to the
Hapsburg Emipe 7 together with strong undercurrents of nationalism, republicanism,
militarism as well as vested interests resulted in a volatileinarnd Europe was at
war. Britain officially declared war on Germany on 4 August 1914. Australia was in
the middle of egeneral election but commitment to the British Empire was bipartisan.
Labor Party leader Andrew Fisher, who became Prime Minister a month after Australia
entered the war, promised thatAu st r al i ans wi | | stand besi
defend Britaintoor | ast man afd our |l ast shillingo.
Before long the pride and enthusiasm triggered by the Gallgrudiings gave way
to a dawning recognition of the grim realities of war. The historical records illustrate
part of the picture. In 1914 the population of Australia was less than five million. By
the waroés end in 1918, 3 3 1 sulfirgy Iin 220f000 h e r Ci
casualties with 61,519 killed. (Some historians have disputed the actual numbers of
casualties; they may have been even higher.)
On Christmas Eve 1914 Dorothy appeared @rand Concertat the Theatre Royal
Sydney; her first timeon the concert platform with professional performers. The
theatregoer could choose from a large entertainment menu during the week. As a result
a small crowd attended the concert, including Winnie. Although some Sydney locals
such aGerdémannt G puahthg ib e mewspapers for a prohibition on the
performance of German mustbe Grand Concerhad included a selection of German
songs. FIl auti st John Lemmone, Nell i e Mel ba
great friend, was one of the distinghed artists on the bill. The program also included

an oratorio and sacred numbers by fine oratorio singer Malcolm McEachern, violin

solos by Cyril Monk, songs by O6operatic pr
tenor Signor Molinari and items by theugtral String Quartet.

Splashes Weeklpr ai s ed Dor ot hyos perfor mance. o |
brilliantly, and with right effect, AVisso
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(Puccini).She made a great impression by her singing ofnilnisber, and the audience
was SO persistent t hat s h’eThe Gydrney Maaning e c a | |
Herald reviewer agreedd Mi ss Dor ot hy Rudder ¢é combi ned
and refinement of style in one of the most enjoyable performances of the evening, for
which she was &dccorded an encore. d
By 13 January 1915 Dorothy and Winnie arrived back from Sydney dbrdra. A
clip from theClarence and RichmonBxaminerd ec| ar ed Wool gool gaods
young artiste, Owarmly congratul ating both
much for her musical educationé. Thye paper
tempting offers to tour the world, but as this course may interfere with the completion
of her studies, it i s dMNowlderfcaidxists ab to whatt her w
these offers were.
In May the family received some sad news. Dorbtsy mat er nal grand
Thomas Armitage Salmon junior had died aged 84. He came to Australia when he was
two to be wunited with his convict father.
grandfather Julius Rudder, had farmed the land on thenorith coastof NSW.
Accor di ng t @t eightysyeas bfiageuhe was suzcessful in a ballot for a
selection in the Burringbar district [near Mullwillumbah NSW], and such was his
vigorous constitution that he took a strenuous part in clearing the scrubitanthev
help of his sons, had the f'*AHemarnedtwice i mpr ov
and |l eft a wife, seven sons and four daugh
On 14 May Dorothy helped cater for a large gathering at the Seaviewali@and
Ball in support of King Albert and the Belgian army. For the occasion she wore an
evening dress of pale blue satin with an overdress of cream silk shadow lace. The
Wool gool gabs children celebrated another
procession léfthe school with the girls wearing national costumes representing the
allied countries involved in the war, while the boys represented the British Navy.
Included was a burlesque on Germany. Uncle Sam sat on a rail (symbolically sitting on
the fence) watdhg the combat between the adversaries. When the procession arrived
in the centre of town on its way to the jetty, patriotic songs were sung and the poem
0Gived recited, while girls representing
included coins throwrdown from the hotel balcony. After lunch F.J. gave a speech
referring to the duty of everyone to help relieve the Belgians and the noble sacrifice
and stand of our troops at the Dardanelles, which had causedwidddnterestA
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raffle included a goatl.eghorn fowls and a cake donated by the aptly named Mrs

Moul d. Dorot hy, a keen participant, 0rende
preparing the pupils for the musical items, which included the latest recruiting and
patriotic song8™!

The war created waves of pain throughout the Woolgoolga community, as it did for
an entire generation of Australians. The impact on the deeply patriotic Rudder family
was especially devastating.

The pressure to enlist was tremendous but the motivatignlunteer varied; some
answered the call to king and country, or
Britain lost the war. Others went to avenge the death of their fellow Australians at
Gallipoli or signed up for the adventure, the regularyapay of six shillings a day, to
leave behind debts, or their partners. Duty was also a compelling factor. One trade
union leader, W. Rosser, cited his British blood and his country, choosing freedom
over sl avery. He saw iatg aa sn shliocav\Abalynoyga t o e n |
policeman Constable John Nugent O0recogni se
call of the Empire. He had obeyed the latter because he preferred to fight the enemy in
their country to fi ght3Another lbdalePrivate McGhires o whn
agreed, stating that if the enemy was not defeated in Europe, Australia had no chance

of defeating him if our shores were attacked.

Arthur Wallace with wife Winnie and children Reginald and Gwendoline. Creelman Stytiogy.
At Woolgoolga.Back Alice Rudder, DorothyVinnie Wallace. Front Gwen and Reg Walladkoth

imagesWallace Family Collection.

58



Five men with close ties to Dorothy enlisted after March 19¥8i nni eds husbai
Arthur Wallace, friends Jack Eaves and Arthur (Joe) Dayball, brother Reg Rudder and
another close friend Charlie Younger. Only two out of the five would return. One of
Dorot hyds photographs, taken Aafirsbglancda 191 6,
normal family is depicted standing outside their house, the children holding kittens.

And then a realisation; the menfolk are missing from the picture.

Arthur Wallace enlisted early, on 2 March 1915. At the age of thie/he was
much older than many volunteers. | imagine he discussed his decision carefully with
Winnie, especially as they had two small children, Reggie born in 1911 and Gwen in
1912. They now lived at 44 Frazer Road Lewisham Sydney with Alice. F.J. shared his
time between Sydney and Woolgoolga where he acted as the local agent for Langley
Bros. shipping company. Dorothy stayed with her family when in Sydney; she

considered it her home base.

Kasr el Nil, Egypt. 1915. Front view of lines of supply wagons oh28ustralian Army Supply Corps

outside the Kasr il Nil Barracks while they break for dinner and feed their horses on the way to Maadi,
Cairo.Photograph by Arthur Wallace.

Williambs Pier and t he ASpthhurx Waallllacpeo |l wr oGcet obWirl 11i9a
Photo taken casualty corner. X [marks the spot] Turkish sniper hidden in the crevice accounted for a

large number before he was located and potted. Photograph by Arthur Wallace.

After two months trainingArthur embarked for activeervice abroad on 12 May
1915. Many physical details were recorded during enlistment. This information was
useful in identifying soldiers who deserted, were wounded or kikeel.g 6 s r egi ment
number was 8990. He was not vesylt | at 563106 and weighed 1
Arthur initially served with the4th Light Horse Ammunition Column before being
posted to 20th Company, Australian Army Service Corps, serving in Egypt and the
Western Front with a possible short stint in GallipThis is unrecorded in the official
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service record but photographs took showhe was thergrior to thesecretDecember
1915 evacuation.
The war gave Arthur a chance to taste exotic places he never would have been able
to visit on a r urTadfirssnomes olEgypt affarded Arth@ the wa g e .
opportunity to try out his not insignificaphotography skills. In fact his picturesere
so popular he managed to sell ninety sets to the other soldiers in camp, flattering
hi mself &6that I secured excellent photoso.
the taking of images of all the sights. By this stage | imagine he was reltwttke
photographs at the front anyway.

v ;‘i“\‘ A

X

Exquisite letter papewith 3D effectsent by Arthur Wallace to Winnie from Egypt 13 December 1915.

Wallace Family Collection.

Art hurdos work involved transporting suppl
bread to artillery or foddeiHe may have been a teacher in civilian life but had strong

bushman skillsHorses were a vital component of this work. The relationship between
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the men and their horses could be very close. Many thousands of war horses would
suffer terribly given the appalling conditions on the front line and Arthur undoubtedly

was affected by this.

Arthur Joseph Dayball 1910esla Studios SydneWallace Family Collection.

A particular friend of Wi nnie and Dorot hy
next to enlist. He came from Nelligen on the south coast of NSW and had relatives on
the midnorth coast. At some stage he resided in Woolgoblut was working for the
Sydney Harbour Trust as a bridge carpenter in Sydney prior to enlisting on 1
September 1915. One of three brothers who signed up, Joe Dayball had auburn hair and
bl ue eyes, and was rel ati velDecember1015at 508
serving with the 1st Field Company Engineers, 3rd Battalion.

Before long Dorothy had to face some sad news. She had experienced family
members such as her grandfather passing away from old age or natural causes but this
was the firstime she was forced to confront a violent death. Joe was listed as missing
at Pozieres on 23 July 1916. He died two days later, on 25 July. A Court of Inquiry at
Ypres was held in October but his death was not officially confirmed until December.
Joe was @ractising Roman Catholic, with a prayer book and scapular listed among his
possessions. He had survived three short months on the battlefield.
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The Rudders held onto a copy of a document sent to the Dayball family from
Langer Owen, a lawyer and ditec of the Red Cross Information Bureau, which
detailed how he died. His report would have made for depressing reading for Dorothy.
One day Owen would take a prominent role in herilifas a judgen the NSW
Supreme Court no less.

Sapper Anderson wte a report to the Red Cross describing how Joe was wounded
by shrapnel while establishing an advanced maetime post in front of the lines
between Pozieres and Baupame. Sapper W. Allen attended to him but this brave action
would cost the man his lifd8oth men died together in a shell hole, face down, with
Allen partially lying across Joe. Anderson intended taking their identification tags but
6was al most bl own out of the holed and d&ésh

he had 6 o nléction af rufineng and craelingtd our own lines and after that

no recoll®ction at all 6.
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Reg and Susie Rudder shortly after their marridgjeotograph byTalma Studios SydneywVallace

Family Collection.

Reginald (Reg) Rudder had a selection of oceanfront land at Woolgoolga and was a
bushman used to hard physical work and handling firearms. In 1910 he was employed
in a timber mill for 069 bob Hatedthegknoéonv er y h

8 Ocbber 1915, marrying Susan (Susie) Olive Harden at St Peters Church Nana Glen.
Gold jewellery was again the gift of choice for the wedding party, includinglegant
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Nellie Stewartgold bangle for the bridesmaid.The ceremony must have had some
bitter-sweet moments as Reg was planning to enlist. Following the reception, the bride
and groom motored to Sydney for their honeymoon. Reg signed up at the Sydney
Town Hall on 30 October.

A moving farewell to Reg and seven other recruits fromWhnlgoolgadistrict
was earlier held at the Sea View Hotel. The evening consisted of songs and patriotic
speeches, with the volunteers positioned in pride of place on the stage. The president of
the local recruiting association, teacher Harry Barnes, handed eadit seawrist
watch and a bal acl ava. Barnes said oif dis
the fault of those who “ent, but of those

Family photo of Dorothy, Gwen, Reg and Reginald dated 2/4/16 with a notéfianie on the lack

ONot e Dor o kManytmen didgot wamtoMorsen o work alongside them during the war as

they believed they were O6not built t Metwomemyd (and
were still expected to stay at home looking after thanifies, fundraising and organising packages for

soldiers at the front, especially tkiitting of thousands of sockg/allace Family Collection.

Reg Rudder was private number 5401 in the 14th Reinforcements 17th Battalion,
5th NSW Brigade, Secondlustralian DivisionHe wa s 5 6nné yeard ovagen t vy
with brown eyes and dark brown hair and weighed 10 stone (65 kg) although he looked
heavier. The records reveal he had two tattoos on his arms, no doubt homemade; his
initials R.B.R on the left fiikarm and another on the right upper arm in the shape of a

heart.
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After entering camp Reg had an appendix operation and then hurt his shoulder.
Nearly ten months after enlisting, on 22 August 1916, he departed Sydney for Europe
on HMAT Wiltshire Theprevious day he participated in a big military inspection and
marchpast of infantry reinforcements before Brigadier Gen@&astaveRamaciotti,
which DorothyattendedRamaciottj a wealthy marhadhimselfbeen connected to the
theatre In 1904he leftthe law to become a partner in J.C. Williamson. lHé sold his

sharesn 1911 and acquired the Theatre Royal in King Street Sydney for £15,000.

Reg Rudderds precious mementos <coll ect aMdllacky Wi nni e

Family Collection.

An extraordinary group of mementos gathered by Winnie in the days before Reg
departed have survived. A small cardboard watch box ca@ddiomck of his dark hair,
the last fish hook he used, a corner of the last piece of toast he diatttbéthe last
cigarette he smoked and a folded section of the white streamer which had connected
Reg to his | oved ones on the docks. Winnie
was serving in France. Given the daily lists of dead and wounded methgpapers
and the losses already being suffered within their community, a deep sense of
foreboding must have prevailed.

In postcards sent from Cape Town, South Africa on the way to war, Reg wrote of
his purchase of ostrich feathers for his wifei8asd Dorothy, which cost 2/6 each and
mentioned an uncl e, Peter Rudder, who was

down here mostly coal, plenty of niggers a
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where he was headi sigalavédlyflittietcity ...d leaee been qut t@a y .

the zoo in a tram and rode back in a ri
white superiority to the indigenous 1inh
to be pulled along behindahi ny ni gger 6. This was the

South Africans; a very strange new experience for him, although a doctor who married

into the family was of West Indian and French heritage.

4th Southern Hospital Rollestone England 19 October 1916nRledRudder second row from bottom

second from lefhext to nurseWallace Family Collection.

In 1914, almost half of the Australian population lived in communities of 3,000
people or lesRecruits from these areas were largely unexposed to diseases such as
measles and mumps, and illness swept through the camps in Australia and Egypt in the
early years of the war. For adult soldiers, complications from these illnesses sometimes
posed serioubealth problems, and a number of deaths resute@ctober 1916 Reg
was admitted with mumps to the 4th Southern General Hospital at Rollestone, a small
town in Wiltshire near Stonehenge, and spent sixteen days in hoSpaalustralian
Government intwduced inoculations in subsequent years, and Reg later mentioned his
arm was O6very stiff aHd soreé6 after bei

Reg wrote a candid |l etter to Wi nnie f
have had a terrible cutting up lately [on the Somme] nearly all the 5th Brigade is wiped
out.d6 Although he had four blankets and
cold at night. He was awaiting the move to France, but hoped his turn would come after
the winter. Joe Dayball was reported missing in action (as we know, he was already
dead) while Jack Barnes, the son of teacher Harry Barnes, had been slightly wounded.
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Reg noted men at Perham Downs with one eye and one arm who were kept on doing
fatigue work 6éso as you can see you have t
back, not I|ike when they were in Egypt the
Hedisussed venereal di sease. OThere are thou
with somecomplaint This is the place for you to get it, there are thousands of girls in
Eng[l and] who are | ike this. Il would rathe
Due to hisillness, Reg missed out on some leave, and said the soldiers usually got
| eave one week out of four with |l uck. The
Pl ains were Omiles away from any townshipo
included a twentymile trip by car to Salisbury costing-5He described the many
airplanes flying above him. 6You can see a:
them soaring about. o6 The food was very goo
more.
In his next letter to Winnie, written on 9 January 1917, Reg expressed his affection
for her daughter Gwen, wanting O6to give th
seriously ill and it may have been stress related. Arthur had now been serving for
nealy two years, Reg for nearly six months, and any day there could be a dreaded
knock on the door from the | ocal minister.
guite some time but her health was reported to be much better after a rest.
Reghadmaaged to get | eave and had visited S
The days were bitterly cold and many people were having accidents on the icy streets.
He found some of the | ocal women amusing.
hair growingon t heir teeth and | [ am] hanged i f
days enjoying the sights in London, with very little money in his pocket, Reg returned
to camp. An undated postcard sent from PI
careofthesphot os [t hey] will be something to re
What was Dorothy doing while Reg was serving overseas in 1916? F.J. was no
doubt covering her living expenses as only one (amateur) performance can be found for
heri a Grand Fete in Sydney entitlédStreetinCairo n ai d of the Passio
Monastery, inspired by the soldiers fighting in the Middle East. The event ran for an
incredible ten days in April with the Town Hall turned into an Arakiaghts style
Egyptian city. Hakkhour concerperformances were part of the spectacular, as was the

raffle of a car wortt£3258
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Chapter Five
The First World War i Soldiering on through heartache
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The “DEAL” Portrait Co, TR

Portrait of Alice Ruddeby Ideal PortaitCoand Dor ot hy Rudder és portrait
Thesetwo contrastingphotographs accompanied Reg Rudder to the front. Dated 20Bift6images

Wallace Family Collection.

1917 was theannus horribilisfor the Rudder family and it began Januarywith a
serious motocar accident involving Clarrie. H#as dr i vi ng anot her
car with four passengers on the Glen Innes road, twsaugn miles from Grafton.
They saw a horseman, Mr A.G. Winkler, ahead. Clarrie moved to the side of the road
to let the horseman pass but the horse shied, thgowiimkler into the middle of the
road. Clarrie swerved; the car hit a post and overturned into a creek. Everyone
managed to extricate themselves except for H.G. Lequesne, a grazier, who died at the
scene. An inquiry into the accident later returned a veafiaccidental death. Winkler
later died in hospitaf®

Reg finally proceeded to France on S8victa on 15 February 1917 and was
marched in to the hugétaplesArmy Base Camp in Picardy. On 25 March he rejoined
the 17th Battalion. Hevas thirtyoneyears old.

Dorothy, now 23, was travelling often in 1917. On 22 JanuaryTtheed Daily

by

pe

not ed 6 Mi s s Dot Rudder 6 had visited Mur wi

relatives on the Salmon side, and was then journeying on to Briéb@we.15
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February she was O0Oa decided acquisitiond &
which was the beneficiary of a concert given by ltary Collins Minstrel Company

consisting of amateur artistes who appeared at patriotic and charitable events.
DorotolayGs stic renderingdé of OHerebs to Lov
followed by another at White City for the benefit of the soldiers in camp.

Dorothy sailed back to Sydney on T&€&nberraon 29 March. No doubt her skills
as a singer and gmist were welcomed on board. The entertainment consisted of a
Grand Concert Ohel d at seadb i n aid of the
journey she sang selected songs and during the second act acted as accompanist. Even
Captain RF. Douton took tle opportunity to offer up a tune.

A small village in northern France called Bullecourt is of great significance in
Australian military history and for Doroth
there at both at the first and second battle&gril and May1917 These awful battles
were a prime example of wha't i's meant by
Bullecourt the 4th and 12th Brigades suffered over 3,300 deaths and injuried add
soldiers were taken prisoner. The B i g a@adualies were especially devastating
2,339 out of 3,000 men engaged; the heaviest ever suffered in any one action by an
Australian brigadeT he 2nd Di vi sion relieved the 4th
17th Battalion suffering 181 casualties dgrihe course of this action.

F.J. received a letter dated 23 April which would be of special significance. Reg was
a changed man now, having experienced the heat of battle and killing at least one

German soldier. He was also now a father

My Dear Dad

Just a few lines to let you know | am well and are at present just behind the

l ines have had one go at the Hunks and
war can last much longer we are giving them hell with our artillery and big

guns €& We amapahlh bbuey Fsench mud off (o
Arthur [Wallace] a couple of days ago, he is only a few miles from me. Had a

cable from Susie yes [yesterday] saying she had a son and both doing well. |

can tell you | am r el i evnerdlgestofiaeHunk at ¢é |
I dressed he was badly wounded | donodt
much é Well Dad no news to write about
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hoping this will find you in health and trust in God that he will bring me safely
home.

from your ever loving effect.[ionate] son

Though Reg was feeling opihelesdns a thaflsout t h
battle had not been learned by his leaders. Anoth@rddled attempt was made to

break the Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt, this time with the participation of the 5th and

6th Brigades. The offensive commenced on 3 May on a sixdenfront. Reginald

Burdett Rudder died on this day, courageously facing intense maginingre, tangles

of barbed wire and untold horrors.

Despite heavy losses, the Australians captured a section of the Hindenburg Line.
The holding of it againshumerous counteaittacks was a great achievement and did
not go unnoticed in the British and French Press at the time. Not surprisingly,
Australian troops developed a deep distrust regarding the abilities of their commanders.
Bullecourt, a town of littlestrategic importance, was taken on 17 May. The Allied line
had advanced just one kilometre and the town was in ruins.

Onl9MayFJr ecei ved a private telegram infor mi
message to Base Records in Melbourne requestin§irimation. An urgent return
telegram dated 20 May stated ONo report C
cable will investigate i f [@d Latenimfdrneaton 6 The
required. 6 written acr death was tonfirmedtp®usieca | . Th
few days later via a dreaded knock on her door by the local minister.

A death notice in th&ydney Morning Heral@6 May read:

He answered to his country's call

For sons to guard her shores

Il n honour 6s isemBuse he gave h

And man can do no more.

Deeply mourned. Inserted by his loving brother, Clarrie, and sisters Winnie and

Dorothy?*

Gr af tDaily NMewsdescribed Reg as a splendid physical specimen, in the prime of
manhood with an unassuming manner and str a
one more brave life, unselfishly given for King and country and for all those traditions

sodeartothe Britts na®i on. 0
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Susie was sent the standard commemorative mateérigisish War Medal, Victory

Medal , Me mor i al Pl aque and Scroll and a bc
only personal memends he recei ved were Reg0s identity
Barracks Mel bourne 061 wish to know if ther

please let me know if postage is needed. | would be only too pleased to pay for
sanféA dwar wi d o of 883/ perdantrsightavas granted, with an extra-20/
for her son Ralph Reginald who was born on 28 March, just five weeks before Reg was
killed.

Reg has no actual grave and is commemorated on the MBlietesnneux Memorial
Wall to the Missing, Fance. This memorial was of special significance to Dorothy,
who attended the official unveiling in 1938

Dorothyo6és suitcase contai nsiagphotograpliodr y i n
Dorothy highlighting her abundant hair and her décollenioff the shoulder evening
dress together with a much more sedate image of mother Alice in high collared dress;
both have their name and address written o
14" of 17 batt §' Brigade on active service abroad. Irseahis photo is lost kindly
address to the above. 6 They may well have
returned to the family, but are not indicated in the war records. Both photos have water
stains but other materials in the suitcase which are ndedeta the war also have

some water damage.

Dorothy and Charlie Youngewallace Family Collection.
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Postcard inscribed ohack O6Yours | ovingly YounPhatograpBbysss Les Cha
Studios SydneywVallace Family Collection.

Averycl ose friend of Dorothyds who I iked t
was handsome grocer Charlie Younger who was said to be in love with her. Charlie,
service number 6386, and his brothers Leslie 6385 and Ernest 6387 all enlisted on the
same day, 2&\pril 1916, and all served in the 3rd Battalion. At their farewell they

were presented with 154 packets of cigarettes.

Postcard sent by Charlie Younger to Dorothy 1916. The pack folds out to reveal a set of \kiges.

Family Collection.
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